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TO OUR JOURNEY FAMILY, 
 
2018 marks our fourteenth year of Hawaiʻi Island’s flagship education and outreach program, 
Journey Through the Universe.  This year 80 astronomy educators visited over 8000 students 
in 300 classrooms in the Hilo‐Waiākea, Paʻauilo, Honokaʻa and Waimea schools during Journey 
week. In the Hilo‐Waiākea complex, sixty‐one K‐1 classrooms were inspired with StarLab 
presentations.  As in the past years, our Astronomy Educators were able to convey their 
passion and excitement for STEM education. 
 
Keone Farias, Superintendent of the Hilo/Waiākea and Ka‘ū‐Kea‘au‐Pāhoa Complex areas has 
elaborated that “Journey Through the Universe: STEM Initiative is a stellar partnership 
between business organizations and the community.  As a part of the educational system, our 
complex areas are overwhelmed with appreciation for the enthusiasm and energy this 
initiative has generated for our schools, students, teachers, administrators and families. This 
concentrated effort has made this grassroots effort a sustaining reality.  We humbly thank the 
community for their continued support as we all work together toward a common goal − 
building a better future.”  
 
The Hawaiʻi Island and Japanese Chambers of Commerce hosted a celebratory evening event 
commending the astronomy educators for inspiring our keiki to reach for the stars. The two 
Chambers’ thank‐you celebration provides a unique opportunity for astronomers, educators, 
and the business community to discuss and share a common goal − enrich science education in 
our schools. 
   
The Journey Team wants to express their sincere appreciation for all of those involved in the 
Journey program.  Your continued support and acknowledgement has been a wonderful 
tribute to our students.  A program of this magnitude could not happen without the 
dedication of our community partners and their ongoing support!   
 
As we look forward to our fifteenth year of the Journey through the Universe program, we 
will continue to change our student’s lives as we advance science literacy through astronomy 
and encourage all students to reach for the stars! 
 
Please visit our Journey website,  www.gemini.edu/journey , for additional information. 
 
Much Aloha and our sincerest Mahalo, 
 
Janice Harvey, Journey Through the Universe Team Leader 

 

http://www.gemini.edu/journey
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Media contacts at the end of release 

Blast Off for a Journey Through the Universe with Gemini Observatory  

 

Hawai‘i Island’s leading astronomy education and outreach program, Journey Through the Universe 

(“Journey”) is returning for its 14th year with a week of educational programming from March 2-9.  

 

The Journey program promotes science education across east and north Hawai‘i Island school 

districts and inspires students to explore Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) fields 

by developing literacy in science. Journey endeavors to foster curiosity and wonder about our 

Universe, and the cutting-edge research and technology that is allowing us to understand our place in 

the cosmos like never before. 

  

Journey Through the Universe, originally developed by the National Center for Earth and Space 

Science Education (NCESSE), has expanded each year since its introduction in Hawai‘i by the staff 

of the Gemini Observatory. Last year alone, the Journey program reached over 8,800 students in 300 

classrooms, and more than 80 astronomy educators shared their passion for science with students.  

 

The Journey team hosts a number of immersive educational programs throughout the week. 

Astronomy educators from across the Big Island perform interactive workshops during classroom 

visits, provide teacher trainings, and host career panels and public astronomy events. Visiting 

educators from NASA New Horizon’s mission to Pluto are bringing “Pluto Palooza” to Hawai‘i for 

the first time. The program engages audiences with findings about Pluto and a look forward to the 

future of the mission to the distant world.  

 

The week formally begins with an Astronomy Educator’s Reception, featuring Hilo-Waiākea/Kaʻū-

Keaʻau-Pāhoa (KKP) Complex Area Superintendent Keone Farias, Journey alumnus Devin Chu, and 

Gemini Observatory director Dr. Laura Ferrarese. The event is hosted by the Hawai‘i Island and 

Japanese Chambers of Commerce, which are long-time program partners. Journey also includes an 

“ambassador” program, which aids astronomy educators in the week’s events. Thirty Journey 

ambassadors are expected to assist the dozens of science educators this year as they bring the 

Universe into the local classrooms.  

 

“Our teachers and staff are thrilled to continue our partnership with the Journey program," said 

Keone Farias, "Providing our students with access to the unique resources and opportunities of the 

Journey program provides a stellar platform for implementation of the critically important Next 

Generation Science Standards by bringing astronomy into our classrooms," continued Farias. "We 

are proud to be growing the program each year and inspiring more students and teachers to reach for 

the stars.”  

 

BACKGROUND 

 

Journey Through the Universe provides classroom visits and teacher trainings throughout the year. 

Gemini’s StarLab Portable Planetarium travels to kindergarten and first grade students in local 



schools, offering students a fun way to engage with our Solar System and constellations, and helping 

teachers incorporate the planetarium into the classroom. In addition, Gemini hosts FamilyASTRO 

trainings to teach practical applications of classroom astronomy to families, youth groups, after-

school programs, and other organizations. Every other year, NASA’s Solar System Exploration 

Research Virtual Institute (SSERVI) leads a Lunar and Meteorite Sample Certification Workshop, in 

which teachers become certified to borrow samples from the Apollo missions, and to use NASA 

online tools to build appreciation for science among their students. Journey also offers teacher tours 

of the observatories on Maunakea. 

  

Career panels featuring local observatory professionals are an important aspect of the Journey 

program. The panels allow students to discover the wide range of educational possibilities and career 

opportunities available at observatories and within the field. According to John Vierra, Gemini’s 

Safety Coordinator and career panel participant, the panels are planned to inspire: “This is an 

opportunity to make contact with kids at an earlier age, exposing them to the opportunities that exist 

in their local community, and encouraging them to aim high. It inspires them to think outside the box 

about what they want to accomplish later in life.” 

 

Journey Through the Universe is instrumental in introducing astronomy educators and K-12 teachers 

to Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS). NGSS is working to implement common teaching 

standards across the U.S. that align with international benchmarks, and develop greater student 

interest in science. Journey provides workshop sessions for educators to learn about astronomy and 

applications of NGSS in their classrooms that are supplemented by other Journey events and 

interactive classroom visits. 

  

“Journey Through the Universe would not succeed without the help of our community partners and 

sponsors, including the Department of Education, Hawai‘i Island business community, Maunakea 

Observatories, and NASA, among many others,” said Janice Harvey, Journey Through the Universe 

program coordinator. “Their continued support is a demonstration of their commitment to our 

community and the future of science education for Hawai‘i students.” 

  

 Media Contacts: 

● Janice Harvey 

Journey Through the Universe Program Coordinator 

Gemini Observatory, Hilo, HI 

E-mail: jharvey “at” gemini.edu 

Phone: (808) 974-2603 

● Alexis Acohido 

 Media Relations and Local Outreach Assistant 

 Gemini Observatory, Hilo, HI 

 E-mail: aacohido ”at” gemini.edu 

 Phone: (808) 974-2528 

  

About Gemini Observatory 

The Gemini Observatory is a facility of the National Science Foundation (NSF-United States), the 

National Research Council (NRC-Canada), the Ministério da Ciência, Tecnologia e Inovação 

(MCTI - Brazil), the Ministerio de Ciencia, Technología e Innovación Productiva (MCTIP - 

Argentina), and the Comisión Nacional de Investigación Científica y Technológica (CONICYT - 

Chile), operated under cooperative agreement by the Association of Universities for Research in 

Astronomy, Inc. (AURA). 



 

The international Gemini collaboration provides access to two identical 8-meter telescopes. The 

Frederick C. Gillett Gemini telescope is located on Maunakea, Hawaiʻi (Gemini North) and the 

Gemini South telescope is on Cerro Pachón in central Chile; together the twin telescopes provide 

full coverage over both hemispheres of the sky. The telescopes incorporate technologies that allow 

large relatively thin mirrors, under active control, to collect and focus both visible and infrared 

radiation from space. The Observatory provides the astronomical communities in each of the five 

participating countries with state-of-the-art astronomical facilities that allocate observing time in 

proportion to each country’s contribution. In addition to financial support, each country also 

contributes significant scientific and technical resources.  

 

 

  
 Students learn how telescope mirrors are cleaned during a classroom presentation.  

 

  

 
Students look through telescopes they built during a classroom visit.  

 

 



Journey Through the Universe 2018 

Gemini’s flagship astronomy education and outreach program, 
Journey Through the Universe (Journey), celebrated a successful 
14th year with a week of educational programming from March 
5-9. 
“Journey Through the Universe would not succeed without the help of our community partners 
and sponsors, including the Department of Education, Hawai‘i Island business community, 
Maunakea Observatories, and NASA, among many others,” said Janice Harvey, Journey 
Through the Universe program coordinator. “Their continued support is a demonstration of their 
commitment to our community and the future of science education for Hawai‘i students.” 

DAY 1 - Monday, March 5th 

Astronomy Educator’s Reception at the Hilo Yacht Club 
The Hawai‘i Island Chamber of Commerce (HICC) and the Japanese Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry of Hawaii (JCCIH) hosted a celebration for the astronomy community, the 
Department of Education and the business community.  This annual event featured 
Hilo-Waiākea/Kaʻū-Keaʻau- Pāhoa (KKP) Complex Area Superintendent Keone Farias, Journey 
alumnus Devin Chu, and Gemini Observatory director Dr. Laura Ferrarese as guest speakers.  
 
 

  
 

Left: UCLA Astronomy PhD student (and Hilo High alumnus!) Devin Chu. Right: Gemini 
Observatory Journey Team Leader Janice Harvey and Keone Farias, Superintendent of the 
Hilo/Waiākea and Ka‘ū-Kea‘au-Pāhoa Complex Areas. 



 

Hilo High School Career Panel - Monday, March 5th 
Journey Astronomy Educators visited classrooms in the Hilo-Waiākea/Kaʻū-Keaʻau- Pāhoa 
Complexes as well as schools in Honokaʻa, and Waimea on Hawaiʻi Island. Along with 
classroom visits, several observatory professionals held a panel at Waiākea and Hilo High 
schools to discuss the diverse careers available at an observatory. 

 

Left to right: Gemini Safety Manager John Vierra, UCLA Astronomy PhD student (and Hilo High 
alumnus!) Devin Chu, Gemini Interim Director Laura Ferrarese, Astrobiology PhD student Niki 
Thomas, W. M. Keck Observatory Software Engineer Liz Chock, and W. M. Keck Observatory 
Chief of Operations Rich Matsuda. 
 

Classroom Visits - Monday, March 5th 
Our Public Information and Outreach department followed Gemini’s Science Operation 
Specialist Jocelyn Ferrera and Science Fellow Matt Taylor to Waiākea Elementary School.  The 
pair taught classes of 4th graders about constellations, stories behind Orion and the Big Dipper, 
then built the constellations in 3D and observed them from different perspectives.  
 



  

Ferrera and Taylor instruct students on where to stand to construct constellations to iterate how 
perspective affects how constellations appear on Earth 

DAY 2 - Tuesday, March 6th 

Classroom Visits - Tuesday, March 6th 
Journey educators (along with reporting crew from the Hawai’i Tribune Herald) followed former 
Gemini Public Information and Outreach intern Sylvia Kowalski to Waiākeawaena Elementary 
School. Kowalski taught the 3rd grade classes how to construct paper rockets — engineered 
using Scotch tape and plastic straws. Students also learned how rockets work, building their 
understanding of how humans get to space! 
 

HOLLYN JOHNSON/Tribune-Herald  
Left: Kowalski shows a student how to make her paper rocket. Right: Third-graders use their 
breath as fuel to launch their handmade paper rockets Tuesday during a Journey Through the 
Universe event at Waiākeawaena Elementary School in Hilo. 



Pluto Palooza 
This year’s Journey Through the Universe program included NASAʻs Plutopalooza team. In July 
2015, New Horizons reached dwarf-planet Pluto and captured incredible images, allowing us to 
study Pluto in stunning detail. The community was given a rare opportunity to meet the men and 
women who captured Plutoʻs “heart” with amazing images, personal stories, and fascinating 
science! 
 
On Tuesday morning, the team met over 60 third graders at ʻImiloa Astronomy Center to 
explore Pluto and the features discovered by New Horizonʻs during its July 14, 2015 flyby. That 
evening, the team gave a free, public talk at the University of Hawaiʻi at Hilo.  
 

 

Left: The Pluto Palooza team Veronica Bray, Alice Bowman, Marc Buie and Randy Monroe 
(pictured from left to right) attend the Astronomy Educator’s Reception at the Hilo Yacht Club 
RIght: John Hamilton, professor at University of Hawaiʻi at Hilo introduces the team to attendees  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Hilo High School Career Panel - Tuesday, March 6th 
 

 

Left to right:  Jason Kalawe, web architect at Gemini Observatory shares his career path and 
advice with Hilo High School Students.  Today’s panel also included East Asia Observatory’s 
Acting Deputy Director Jessica Dempsey, Astrobiology PhD student Niki Thomas, UCLA 
Astronomy PhD student Devin Chu (pictured from left to right), and Gemini Safety Manager 
John Vierra (not pictured) 

DAY 3 - Wednesday, March 7th 

Classroom Visits - Wednesday, March 7th 
 
We followed more of Gemini’s Public Information and Outreach department into the classroom. 
Alexis Acohido, media relations and local outreach assistant, showed 7th graders at Waiākea 
Intermediate School the layers of a space suit, and explained the importance of each in 
protecting astronauts.  Jasmin Silva, Media Relations and Outreach intern, taught Waiākea High 
School’s AP Environmental Science class about exoplanet detection methods, including 
mathematical tools to determine the size of a planet,  and the difficulty behind directly imaging 
planets that are outside of our solar system.  
 
 



  

Left: Acohido explains one of the many layers of a spacesuit and demonstrates how an 
astronaut “gets dressed” for work. Right: Silva explains the “transit method” used to discover 
and classify exoplanets. 

DAY 4 - Thursday, March 8th  
Gemini North’s Safety Manager, John Vierra, visited Waiākeawaena Elementary School to 
teach students about our home, the solar system.  Vierra taught them about each planet and 
their place in the solar system,  leading to the construction of a “pocket solar system” which 
demonstrates the scale of the distance between the planets. 
 

  

 
Left: Students, representing planets line up to demonstrate the order of our solar system. Right: 
Vierra faces many students eager to share their knowledge. 
 
 
 



DAY 5 - Friday, March 9th 
On the final day of this years Journey Through the Universe week, we again followed more of 
the Public Information and Outreach department into the classroom.  Christine Copes, Outreach 
Assistant and Hannah Blomgren, Media Relations and Outreach intern, demonstrate the 
timeline of the universe as scaled down to one calendar year.  Students guess when the events 
occured by placing them on the calendar, later explained by Blomgren.  
 
Blomgren created this activity, aiming to teach important events that occured as the universe 
formed and evolved, and to illustrate how brief human existence is in the scheme of time.  
 

  
 
Left: Copes and Blomgren assist students who are making their guesses on when pivotal 
astronomical and biological events happened. Right: Blomgren shows and explains the timeline of 
the universe, reiterating that when we scale the age of the universe to a year, humans have only 
been around for a few seconds! 
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www.gemini.edu/journey for additional information 

Astronomy Educators Reception 
Monday, March 5, 2018   5:00-8:00 pm at the Hilo Yacht Club 

$35 Pupu and No-host Cocktail Reception 
 
 

 

 

Presented by the Japanese Chamber of Commerce & Industry of Hawaii  

and the Hawai‘i Island Chamber of Commerce 

************************************************************************************************************************  

                            Pre-registration required by Monday, February 26 

                                  

                                   
                                  

    

   Name: ________________________________________    amt. $35.00   Company __________________________________________  

 

   Name: ________________________________________    amt. $35.00   Company __________________________________________  

      

                           Total $ ______ 
 

   Payment method:   ____ cash      ____check    ____credit card: Visa, MC, Amex (Amex at HICC only) 

 

   Credit card # __________________________________________________ Exp. date_____________________________ 

 

   Phone______________________________ Email__________________________________________________________ 

 

   Cardholder’s name    ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Payments accepted at either Chamber’s offices. Credit card orders also accepted via phone, email or fax. 

JCCIH 714 Kanoelehua Ave. Ste. 202 Hilo, HI 96720 • Phone: 934-0177 • Fax: 934-0178 • Email: jccih@jccih.org 

HICC   117 Keawe St. Ste. 205 Hilo, HI 96720 • Phone: 935-7178 • Fax: 961-4435 • Email: admin@hicc.biz 

Fourteen years… the Journey Continues...  

We invite you to celebrate Journey Week! Meet and greet National Science Team members plus the many astronomers 
and educators who are delivering this fantastic educational program to our K-12 schools. Join the business community 
in thanking them for their commitment to the Journey Through the Universe program. 

http://www.gemini.edu/journey
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Take a Journey Through the Universe
By TOM CALL1S

Hawaii Tribune-Herald

J
ourney Through the Universe has
entered more than 300 class
rooms in the past 14 years,

according to Gemini Observatory
outreach manager Janice Harvey.

The Gemini-led program sends more
than 80 observatory professionals to
talk with students about the cosmos
and share their passion for science.

But it wasn’t guaranteed
it would last this long.

Hawaii Island’s Journey Through the
Universe was initially one of several
around the country, but their funding
ran out in the second year, Harvey said.
She said local businesses and organi
zations have stepped in to provide the
money to sustain and grow the effort.

Harvey said it started in the
Waiakea complex schools but now
is nearly an islandwide program.

‘We decided as a community we

Andre-Nicolas
Chene of the
Gemini
Observatory tells
third-
grader
Dazlyn Urbanozo
-Alves about
the distances
between stars in
2015 during the
Journey Through
the Universe
program.

HOLLYN JOHNSON!
Tribune-Herald

Austin Barnes, program manager,
said they place college students at
observatories and other high-technology
businesses in the state. They are set up
with mentors and gain valuable real-
world experience in fields of science,
technology, engineering and mathe
matics, commonly known as STEM.

The program started in 2003 and has
helped mote than 350 Hawaii students.

Barnes said it helps many find
careers in Hawaii when they may think
that’s not possible in their fields.

“I was of the mind I would have
to leave like a lot of people are,”
said Barnes, a former intern.

Akamai is funded by the Hawaii
Community Foundation, Thirty Meter
Telescope, Air Force Office of Scientific
Research, National Science Foundation,
Daniel K. lnouye Solar Telescope
and National Solar Observatory.

Email Tom Cailis at tcallis@
hawalltribune-herald.com.

were going through with it,” she said.
Harvey said the observatories see

it as part of their “moral obligation”
to the island that supports them.

“ peaks their interest” in sci
ence, she said, “It’s about much

more than astronomy.”
The program visits classrooms from

kindergarten through 12th grade.
For students who want to pur

sue a job at a telescope, there’s
the Akamai Internship Program.
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Successful Journey through the Universe thanks to YOU 

By Yuko Kakazu, Education Committee & Subaru Telescope 

 
“Journey through the Universe (Journey) inspired me to become an astronomer,” said Devin Chu 
during his presentation at the Journey reception at Hilo Yacht Club on March 5.   Local Hilo boy, now 
pursuing his Ph.D. in astronomy at UCLA, Devin spoke from the heart how he got into astronomy 
(Journey!) and the importance of outreach programs. People were reaching out for a Kleenex as 
Devin’s talk was so passionate, personal, and moving. 
 
This year marks the 14th anniversary of the Journey program. About 80 “Astronomy Educators” from 
the Maunakea Observatories, University of Hawaii, and various institutions in the mainland converged 
on the Big Island to visit 9,000 students in Kaʻū-Keaʻau-Pāhoa, Hilo-Waiākea, Laupahoehoe, Paʻauilo, 
and Waimea.  Journey aims to promote science education in schools and inspire our keikito explore 
science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) fields. Devin is a great example embodying the 
immense success of the program. 
 
As Janice Harvey, the organizer of the Journey program at Gemini Observatory states, Journey is a 
community-driven program and is only possible with support from all of you. Japanese and Hawaii 
Island Chambers of Commerce have supported the Journey program from its beginning. At the March 
5 Journey reception, there were over 150 people celebrating the success of this largest outreach 
program in the state of Hawaii.  For astronomers and engineers, the Journey reception is a great 
place to meet local business leaders and school teachers. The evening was filled with smiles, 
laughters, tears (due to Devin’s talk), great food, delicious KTA cake (mahalo KTA for generous 
donation), and building fellowship. 
 
On behalf of Maunakea Observatories, we thank all of you for your support and helping our keiki 
reach to infinity and beyond. Thank you! 
 



Tuesday March 6, 2018 from 6 to 7:30 pm 
UH Hilo Science and Technologies Bldg., Room STB 108 

More info? John Hamilton - jch@hawaii.edu 
www.gemini.edu/journey

Meet the men and women who captured the world’s imagination with the 
“heart” on Pluto - amazing images, personal stories, fascinating science!

Marc Buie, longtime  
“Pluto-phile", discovered  
Kuiper Belt Object, MU69 

New Horizons’ next fly target

Veronica Bray, planetary 
geologist, comparing 
volcanoes & glaciers 
on Hawaii and Pluto! 

Randy Monroe, science 
educator, stepson of Jim 

Christy, discoverer of  
Pluto’s giant moon, Charon

Alice Bowman, MOM 
(Mission Ops Manager) 

responsible for spacecraft 
safety and mission success

mailto:jch@hawaii.edu
http://www.gemini.edu/journey




Astronom
y Educator Profiles

Alexis Ann Acohido
Gem

ini O
bservatory

Contact:aacohido@
gem

ini.edu

Alexis Ann Acohido
graduated of the U

niversity of Haw
aii at M

anoa in
2015, w

here she obtained herBachelor’s of Science in m
athem

atics. Born
and raised on O

ahu, she m
oved to Haw

ai‘i island last year and is currently
part of the Public Inform

ation and O
utreach departm

ent at Gem
ini

O
bservatory in Hilo, Haw

ai‘i. In 2013, she w
as part of the Akam

ai
W

orkforce Initiative and interned at the Institute for Astronom
y on M

aui
w

here she w
orked on parallax ranging m

ethods for point source objects.

Christian Andersen
PISCES
Contact:canderse@

haw
aii.edu

Christian Andersen
is the O

perations M
anager at the Pacific International

Space Center for Exploration System
s(PISCES), and leads the agency’s

additive m
anufacturing &

 construction projects at its Laser Lava Lab.
Andersen started his career conducting research in inertial confinem

ent
fusion at Law

rence Liverm
ore N

ational Laboratory, Ecole Polytechnique,
and Rutherford Appleton Laboratories.As O

perations M
anager, he’s

w
orked on a variety of PISCES projects in transitioning aerospace

technologies to terrestrial applications and analogue field testing.
Andersen is also a Lecturer and Affiliate Faculty in the Physics &
Astronom

y Departm
ent at the U

niversity of Haw
aii at Hilo, and the Vice-

Chair of the Space Resources Technical Com
m

ittee for the AIAA
(Am

erican
Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics).He holds a B.S. in

Physics from
 San Jose State U

niversity and a M
.S. in Engineering from

U
.C. Davis.

Virginia Aragon-Barnes
Thirty M

eter Telescope Project
Contact:varagon@

tm
t.org

Virginia Aragon-Barneshad a passion for science and a natural curiosity
about how

 and w
hy things w

orked from
 a very early age. After a few

earthquakes and a one-day lesson on volcanoes in a junior high physical
science course she w

as hooked on Geology. She m
oved to Haw

ai`i to
pursue and successfully obtain a Bachelor’s in Geology at the U

niversity
of Haw

ai`i at Hilo and is currently pursuing a M
aster’s degree. Since

graduation, her career has taken her to w
orkplaces such as the active

lava flow
s of Kilauea, the beautiful sum

m
its of M

auna kea and M
auna

loa and the lush native forests cared for and protected by our state.
Currently, Virginia is the Environm

ental, Health &
 Safety Com

pliance
Engineerfor the Thirty M

eter Telescope. Virginia continues to pursue
her personal com

m
itm

ent of inspiring Haw
ai`i’s keiki to becom

e future
scientists through educational outreach.

Jennifer Baer
N

ASA SSERVI
Contact:
jennifer.a.baer@

nasa.gov

Jennifer Baeris a graphic designer at N
ASA’s Solar System

 Exploration
Research Virtual Institute, SSERVI. After graduating w

ith a BFA in graphic
design from

 Iow
a State U

niversity, she w
orked for Coudal Partners

Advertising in her hom
etow

n of Chicago. She m
ade her w

ay out w
est to

w
ork at N

ASA Am
es Research Center, Silicon Valley.She has w

orked
w

ith N
ASA’s M

ission Proposal team
s collaborating on inform

ation design
for space m

issions. W
orking w

ith scientists and engineers, she has
helped com

m
unicate design solutions by distilling com

plex data sets and
technical details to refine and illustrate graphics in a concise, sim

plified
and of course, very attractive product. Deft at creative problem

 solving
of all m

anner of visual com
m

unication, Jennifer enjoys the disciplines of
typography, illustration and design equally.

For the past seven years, she has w
orked for SSERVI, form

erly the Lunar
Science Institute, as a senior graphic designer focusing her talents on
print m

edia for conferences as w
ell as coordinating public outreach

graphics for the space enthusiast com
m

unity at large. W
hen she's not

busy sketching on her iPad, she can be found riding her bike up the hills
of N

orthern California.



Christoph Baranec
Institute for Astronom

y, U
H

Contact:baranec@
haw

aii.edu

Christoph Baranec
is an assistant astronom

er at the Institute for
Astronom

y. He designs, builds and uses adaptive optics system
s—

instrum
ents that overcom

e the blurring effects of the Earth’s
atm

osphere.

Baranec
w

on an Alfred P. Sloan Research Fellow
ship in 2014 and the U

H
Board of Regents’ M

edal for Excellence in Research in 2017 for leading
the developm

ent of the w
orld’s first autom

ated adaptive optic system
,

Robo-AO
. O

bservations from
 this system

 appear in nearly 40 scientific
publications. These include several adaptive optics surveys w

ith the
m

ost num
erous observations ever perform

ed, including all of the
several thousands of Kepler candidate exoplanet hosts and all know

n
stars w

ithin 80 light years, observable from
 the northern hem

isphere.

Baranec currently leads the effort to deploy an upgraded version of
Robo-AO

 to the U
niversity of Haw

ai ʻi 2.2-m
eter telescope w

hich w
ill

achieve resolutions approaching that of the Hubble Space Telescope.

Kerri Beisser
Johns Hopkins U

niversity
APL

Contact:kerri.beisser@
jhuapl.edu

Kerri BeisserisProgram
 M

anager for the Space Dept. of the Applied
Physics Laboratory at the university. Before com

ing to APL, M
s. Beisser

w
orked for the Challenger Center for Space Science Education, w

here
she w

as the Project M
anager for national program

s for N
ASA’s Cassini,

STARDU
ST and Galileo m

issions. She also w
orked for the U

.S. Space and
Rocket Center and Space Cam

p in Huntsville, Alabam
a. Here she

conducted student and teacher training in the history of the space
program

 and in the fields of aerospace, engineering, technology, and
space station/space shuttle activities. She also led corporate training
program

s and special events for Space Cam
p, such as training the cast of

the m
ovie Apollo 13. Since joining APL in 1999 in the Space Departm

ent,
M

s. Beisser has m
anaged the education and public outreach program

s
and the engagem

ent and com
m

unications program
 for N

ASA m
issions

from
 the Sun

to Pluto and beyond. These have included the N
ear Earth

Asteroid Rendezvous (N
EAR) m

ission, the N
ASA “Vision M

ission”
Innovative Interstellar Probe, the Therm

osphere, Ionosphere,
M

esosphere, Energetics and Dynam
ics (TIM

ED) m
ission, for the Solar-

TErrestrial Relations O
bservatory (STEREO

) spacecraft, the Com
pact

Reconnaissance Im
aging Spectrom

eter for M
ars (CRISM

) instrum
ent for

the M
ars Reconnaissance O

rbiter (M
RO

), and the Radiation Belt Storm
Probes M

ission (RBSP). Currently, she is m
anaging the engagem

ent and
com

m
unications program

s for the N
ew

 Horizons m
ission to Pluto and

the Kuiper Belt, and the Parker Solar Probe Plus m
ission, slated to

launch in July 2018.

Tishanna Ben
N

ational Solar O
bservatory

Contact:tben@
nso.edu

Tishanna Bailey Ben
is the

Haw
ai ʻi Com

m
unity O

utreach and Educa
on

Program
s Leader for the National Solar O

bservatory (N
SO

). She
graduated from

 the U
niversity of Haw

ai ʻi w
ith a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) in

cell and m
olecular biology and a M

aster of Science (M
.S.) in tropical

conservation biology and environm
ental science. Prior to her position at

N
SO

, she w
orked as a laboratory technician and graduate researcher

w
ith the Research Corporation of the U

niversity of Haw
ai ʻi (RCU

H). She
also taught m

iddle and high school science courses atKaʻu High and
Pahala Elem

entary School on the Big Island.

Hannah Blom
gren

Gem
ini O

bservatory
Contact:hblom

gren@
gem

ini.edu

Hannah Blom
gren

is a Public Inform
ation and O

utreach Intern for
Gem

ini O
bservatory. She is a current undergraduate student in

astrophysics, m
ath, and international relations at the U

niversity of U
tah.

Before m
oving to Hilo, Hannah w

orked for Bryce Canyon N
ational Park

as an astronom
y outreach intern, or Dark Ranger, giving lectures,

presenting planetarium
 show

s, and teaching visitors about the
connections betw

een the cosm
os and the w

orld around us. W
hen she is

not im
m

ersed in astronom
y, Hannah can be found playing guitar, hiking,

or w
riting poetry.

Kelly Blum
enthal

U
H Institute for Astronom

y
Contact:kblum

y@
ifa.haw

aii.edu

Kelly Blum
enthalis a

graduate student at the Institute for Astronom
y at

U
H M

anoa, and received her B.A. in astronom
y and physics, w

ith a
m

inor in saxophone perform
ance from

 Boston U
niversity in 2014. She is

interested cosm
ology, or the study of how

 the U
niverse (and everything

in it) form
ed and evolved. If you m

anage to find her not ruining her
eyesight in front of a com

puter, Kelly is likely either reading som
e overly

dense sci-fi novel, or trying desperately to teach herself to play the
ukulele.



Alice
Bow

m
an

Johns Hopkins U
niversity

APL
Contact:
Alice.Bow

m
an@

jhuapl.edu

Alice Bow
m

an
w

orks for the Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Laboratory
in Laurel, M

aryland, w
here she is the M

ission O
perations M

anager—
or

“M
O

M
”—

for N
ASA’s N

ew
 Horizons m

ission, w
hich m

ade
the first visit to

Pluto in 2015. She leads the team
 that controls the spacecraft, now

about 3.7 billion m
iles from

 Earth. Her love of space exploration started
as a child saving new

spaper clippings of the M
oon landing and other

planetary visits. After studying physics and chem
istry at the U

niversity of
Virginia, Alice joined the California Institute of Technology, w

here she
developed tum

or-targeting m
icelles, w

hich have successfully been used
to treat cancer and fungal infections; program

m
ed com

puter
sim

ulations to study how
 explosions affect soil com

pression and w
ave

propagation; and developed silicon-based sem
iconductors that detected

infrared w
aves em

itted by cruise m
issiles and stars. From

 there,
Bow

m
an w

as a satellite technical advisor to U
.S. Space Com

m
and,

advising the agency on various infrared-signature detections. She joined
the Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Laboratory in 1997, and has served
on various spacecraft team

s such as the M
idcourse Space Experim

ent
and CO

N
TO

U
R, in addition to N

ew
 Horizons. In her tim

e aw
ay from

w
ork, she and her husband lead a com

m
unity jam

 session tw
ice a m

onth
and play in a bluegrass band.

Veronica Bray
U

niversity of Arizona
Contact:vjbray@

lpl.arizona.edu

Veronica Bray
is a research scientist at the U

niversity of Arizona’s Lunar
and Planetary Laboratory. She

started her research at U
niversity College

London, m
easuring lava flow

s on Venus. She com
pleted her PhD at

Im
perial College London studying com

et im
pacts into Europa

using both
observations and com

puter m
odeling. She is now

 a science team
m

em
ber on a num

ber of m
issions to rocky and icy w

orlds all over the
solar system

:LRO
C (the M

oon), HiRISE (M
ars),Cassini(Saturn system

)
and

New
 Horizons.In addition to her specialty of im

pact cratering,
Veronica brings expertise in “com

parative planetology” to the Geology
and Geophysics section of the

New
 Horizonsteam

. Veronica continues
the them

e of hard-hitting, fast m
oving projectiles in her hobbies: she is

an archer and m
etal/rock

drum
m

er! She is a targeting specialist for
HiRISE on board the

M
ars Reconnaissance O

rbiter, and is also an adjunct
lecturer of astrobiology.

Jerry Brow
er

Gem
ini O

bservatory
Contact:jbrow

er@
gem

ini.edu

Jerry Brow
eris the self proclaim

ed
"Inform

ation System
s guy to the

stars!" (literally the stars)  He has over 25 years in the inform
ation

technology field, including designing data centers, cyber security, and
m

any industry certifications from
 M

icrosoft, Cisco, Com
p TIA, SAN

S, and
others.As a security consultant, he perform

ed audits/penetration
testing on financial institutions and perform

ed independent security
research.  W

hen not on the com
puter at w

ork, he can often be found in
such cyber places as Tatooine, Azeroth, or Jita in The Forge.

M
arc Buie

Southw
est Research Institute

Contact:buie@
sw

ri.edu

M
arc Buie

is a
New

 HorizonsCo-Investigator, currently w
orking at the

Southw
est Research Institute in Boulder, CO

. Pluto has been a m
ajor

focus of M
arc’s research since 1983, and he w

as a
founding m

em
ber of

the so-called “Pluto U
nderground” that prom

oted Am
erica’s first

m
ission to the 9th planet starting in 1989. M

arc spent m
any years at the

Low
ell O

bservatory, w
here Pluto w

as first discovered in 1930. M
ore

recently he spent ten years searching for a Kuiper Belt O
bject thatNew

Horizonsm
ight fly on to after the Pluto encounter. M

arc w
as the first to

spot this elusive body in 2014, now
 know

n as “M
U

69,” using the Hubble
Space Telescope, and has directed a large effort to understand this
distant, cold and tiny w

orld. He also has a project (tnorecon.net) that is
enlisting students to help m

easure the sizes of other objects in the
Kuiper Belt. Says M

arc, “I m
ay be thin-blooded transplant from

 Louisiana
but m

y
im

agination alw
ays runs aw

ay w
ith m

e w
hen thinking about the

super cold and com
plex environm

ents on Pluto and elsew
here in the

Kuiper Belt.”

André-N
icholas Chené

Gem
ini O

bservatory
Contact:achene@

gem
ini.edu

André-N
icolas Chené

is an assistant scientist at the Gem
ini N

orth
O

bservatory since early 2013. He obtained his Ph.D. in astrophysics from
the U

niversité de M
ontréal in 2007. He then m

oved across his hom
e

country ("A M
ari U

sque Ad M
are") to becom

e a research associate for
the N

ational Research Council Canada at the Herzberg Institute of
Astrophysics from

 2007 to 2010. From
 2010 to 2013, he held a joint

post-doctoral position betw
een the U

nversidad de Concepcion and the
U

niversidad de Valparaiso, in Chile, and joined the science team
 of the

VISTA Variable in Via Lactea survey. His m
ain scientific interests are

m
assive stars and young stellar open clusters. His expertise covers

optical and near infrared im
aging and spectroscopy. Tw

o things he
enjoys a lot since he m

oved to Haw
ai'i are long observing runs at M

auna
Kea, and his daily bike ride to w

ork up and dow
n Puainako St.



Devin Chu
U

niv. of California Los Angeles
Contact:dchu@

astro.ucla.edu

D
evin Chu

w
as raised in Hilo, Haw

aii and graduated from
 Hilo High

School in 2010. He received his Bachelor’s degree from
 Dartm

outh
College in Physics and Astronom

y in 2014 and M
asters of Science in

Astronom
y from

 U
CLA in 2016. He is currently a graduate student at

U
CLA w

orking w
ith Professor Andrea Ghez. His research involves

studying the orbits of stars around the superm
assive black hole at the

center of the M
ilky W

ay. Devin w
as a frequentparticipant in Journey

Through the U
niverse w

hile grow
ing up.

Christopher Clergeon
Subaru Telescope
Contact:christophe@

naoj.org

Kathy Cooksey
U

HH Physics &
 Astronom

y
Contact:kcooksey@

haw
aii.edu

Kathy Cooksey,an assistant professor in astronom
y, received her PhD in

2009 from
 U

C Santa Cruz and w
as an N

SF postdoctoral fellow
 at M

IT
until starting at U

H Hilo in January 2014; both institutions enabled her to
learn about science pedagogy and practice teaching. She researches the
large-scale gaseous structure in the universe to understand how

 various
elem

ents cycle in and out of galaxies, over cosm
ic tim

e. As for hobbies,
she enjoys soccer, hiking, and cam

ping (and crocheting and w
atching

anim
e, on the sedentary side).

Sandra Daw
son

TM
T International O

bservatory
Contact:sdaw

son@
tm

t.org

Sandra Daw
son

is M
anager, Haw

ai‘i Com
m

unity Relations, for the Thirty
M

eter Telescope Project. Daw
son has a Bachelor of Arts degree in

PoliticalScience and a M
aster's Degree in International Studies from

Clarem
ont Graduate U

niversity.  For 20 years as an em
ployee of the

California Institute of Technology (Caltech) she w
orked at Caltech’s  Jet

Propulsion  Laboratory  on  som
e  of  JPL’s  largest

projects  for  N
ASA,

including  the  Galileo,  Cassini  and  M
ars  m

issions,  and  received
num

erous  group  and individual aw
ards. W

ith her husband, Dw
ayne,

she m
oved to Hilo six years ago to w

ork on the Thirty M
eter Telescope

project and has been engaged in m
any civic, nonprofit, and educational

program
s.

Brian Day
SSERVI/N

ASA
Contact:brian.h.day@

nasa.gov

Brian Day
is the Lead for Citizen Science and Com

m
unity Developm

ent
at the Solar System

 Exploration Research Virtual Institute (SSERVI). In
this role, he coordinates program

s w
ith num

erous internal and external
partnering organizations, focusing on providing opportunities for
students and the public to directly participate in N

ASA science and
exploration. He currently acts as SSERVI’s project m

anager for N
ASA’s

Lunar M
apping and M

odeling Portal (http://lm
m

p.nasa.gov), a set of
tools designed for m

ission planning, lunar science, and public outreach.
From

 2010-2014, Brian served as the Education/Public O
utreach Lead

for N
ASA’s Lunar Atm

osphere and Dust Environm
ent Explorer (LADEE)

m
ission to the M

oon, w
hich flew

 through and studied the M
oon’s

tenuous atm
osphere. From

 2007-2010 he served as the E/PO
 Lead for

N
ASA’s LCRO

SS lunar im
pactor m

ission w
hich discovered deposits of

w
ater ice at the M

oon’s South Pole. He has also participated in
producing the Education/Public O

utreach sections for num
erous N

ASA
m

ission proposals.Brian has played key roles in various N
ASA M

ars
Analog Field Studies, providing technical support in the field for
w

ebcasts and robotic rover tests in extrem
e environm

ents here on
Earth. In 2007, he flew

 on the Aurigid-M
AC m

ission to record fragm
ents

of com
et Kiess entering Earth’s upper atm

osphere. Brian is a frequently-
requested speaker at local schools and com

m
unity organizations. As a

m
em

ber of N
ASA’s Speakers Bureau, he is sent by N

ASA to give talks on
a w

ide range of N
ASA m

issions and research topics.

Kyla Defore
PISCES
Contact:deforeky@

haw
aii.edu

Kyla D
efore

graduated from
 the U

niversity of Haw
aii at Hilo Decem

ber
2016 w

ith her Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) in Geology, focusing on planetary
science.

Kyla currently w
orks for the Pacific InternationalSpace Center

for Exploration System
s (PISCES) as a Geology Technician but w

as
w

orking as an intern every sum
m

er for the past three years.
Kyla’s

current research m
ainly focuses on basalt m

anufacturing and
M

artian/Lunar exploration.



Tony Denault
N

ASA
IRTF

Contact:denault@
ifa.haw

aii.edu

Tony D
enaultisa system

s program
m

er for the N
ASA Infrared Telescope

Facility (IRTF), Institute for Astronom
y.He graduated from

 U
H M

anoa
w

ith a BA in Inform
ation and Com

puter Science in 1986, and has been
w

ith the IRTF
since 1989. His prim

ary responsibility has been the
developm

ent and support of IRTF instrum
entation,telescope control

system
, com

puter system
s, and netw

ork.

Daniel Devost
Canada-France-Haw

aii Telescope
Contact:devost@

cfht.haw
aii.edu

Daniel D
evostis the Director of Science O

perations at the Canada-
France-Haw

aii Telescope since 2008. He started at CFHT in 2007 as a
Canadian Resident Astronom

er and w
as the W

IRCam
 Instrum

ent
Scientist. Before M

oving to Haw
aii, Daniel w

orked at Cornell U
niversity

from
2000 to 2007 as an Instrum

ent Scientist for the Infrared
Spectrograph. The spectrograph is one of three instrum

ents on board
the Spitzer Space Telescope that w

as launched in August 2003. Daniel
did his PhD at the U

niversité Laval in Q
uébec City, Canada in

collaboration w
ith the Space Telescope Science Institute in Baltim

ore
w

here he spend three years. His science interests are the form
ation of

m
assive stars and the am

ount of m
etals in the U

niverse.

Jeff Donahue
Gem

ini O
bservatory

Contact:jdonahue@
gem

ini.edu

Jeff D
onahue

is Senior Laser Technician at Gem
ini O

bservatory. He
supports the laser guide star, preparing the laser for each laser run. Jeff
and his w

ife cam
e from

 O
regon, w

here he spent 17 years at Hew
lett

Packard. Jeff also w
orked in Corvallis, O

regon as an electronic and laser
m

aintenance technician supporting Inkjet M
anufacturing. Jeff has a B.S.

degree in Industrial Technology from
 Central W

ashington U
niversity and

an A.S. degree in Electronic Engineering Technology from
 Linn Benton

Com
m

unity College.  In addition to his laser activities, Jeff enjoys
snorkeling and exploring the Big Island.

Angelic Ebbers
Gem

ini O
bservatory

Contact:aebbers@
gem

ini.edu

Angelic Ebbers
is a Senior Softw

are Engineer for Gem
ini O

bservatory.
She ispart of the Softw

are O
perations group as w

ell as a Telescope
Technical M

anager. Angelic specializes in m
otion control system

s, EPICS
real-tim

e developm
ent, and troubleshooting. Angelic earned a B.Sc.

from
 York U

niversity in the Space and Com
m

unications Sciences stream
,

w
ith Honors in Com

puter Science and Physics, plus a m
inor in

Astronom
y. Prior to joining Gem

ini, Angelic w
orked for The Herzberg

Institute of Astrophysics as w
ell as the U

niversity of Toronto Southern
O

bservatory in Chile. O
utside of w

ork, Angelic can be found
training/com

peting in Dog Agility, scuba diving, or reading a good
science fiction book.

Jocelyn Ferrara
Gem

ini O
bservatory

Contact:jferrara@
gem

ini.edu

Jocelyn Ferrara
recently joined the Gem

ini O
bservatory as a Science

O
perationsSpecialist. This native Californian m

oved to N
ew

 York City to
earn her B.A. in Physics &

 Astronom
y at Barnard College of Colum

bia
U

niversity, w
hich she com

pleted in 2014. An observing run at the N
ASA

IRTF during undergraduate studies sparked her interest in w
orking for

telescope operations. She then w
orked at the Space Telescope Science

Institute in Baltim
ore as an operations specialist for the Hubble Space

Telescope and as both a test &
 system

s engineer for the upcom
ing

Jam
es W

ebb Space Telescope. As partof the Johns Hopkins W
hiting

School of Engineering for Professionals, Jocelyn is also w
orking on a

m
asters in space system

s engineering, one course at a tim
e. A driving

force that keeps her sane and inspired in the field is w
orking to im

prove
diversity and

inclusion in the w
orkforce and enabling w

om
en &

m
inorities to pursue and thrive in careers in STEM

.

Laura Ferrarese
Gem

ini O
bservatory

Contact: lferrarese@
gem

ini.edu

Laura Ferrarese
is the Interim

 Director of the Gem
ini O

bservatory. A
native of Italy,Laura m

oved to the U
S as an undergraduate in 1990: little

did she know
 that she w

ould still be in N
orth Am

erica 27 years later!
After receiving her PhD from

 Johns Hopkins U
niversity in 1996, she

m
oved to the California Institute of Technology as a Hubble Postdoctoral

Fellow
. From

 there, she w
ent back across the country to Rutgers

U
niversity as a professor, only to m

ove back w
estfour years lateras a

research astronom
er at the Herzberg Institute of Astrophysics in

Victoria, British Colum
bia, w

here she plansto return at the end of her
current G

em
ini appointm

ent. Laura’s research interests range from
 the

study of nearby galaxies and galaxy clusters, to investigating
“superm

assive”
black holes and the unexpected connections they share

w
ith the galaxies at w

hose center they reside, to m
easuring the Hubble

constant and the age of the U
niverse. In her spare tim

e, Laura enjoys
cooking w

ith her husband Pat, playing w
ith their three cats, Kyokki, Suki

and Tom
o,practicing her cello,gardening, and a num

ber of other things
she is now

 resigned to defer until retirem
ent!



Scott Fisher
U

niversity of O
regon

Contact:rsf@
uoregon.edu

Scott Fisheris a faculty m
em

ber w
ithin the U

niversity of O
regon,

Departm
ent of Physics, w

here he teaches astronom
y courses and serves

as the Director of O
utreach for the departm

ent. Scott previously w
orked

at the N
ational Science Foundation in W

ashington, DC w
here he w

as
responsible for selecting and funding astronom

y program
s across the

U
nited States. Before his tim

e in W
ashington, Scottw

orked as a staff
m

em
ber of the Gem

ini O
bservatory as an instrum

ent scientist and as a
m

em
ber of the Gem

ini O
utreach team

. Scott lived in Hilo-tow
n for just

over 10 years w
hile he w

orked at Gem
ini. He obtained his Ph.D. from

the U
niversity of Florida in 2001 after w

orking his w
ay through the

Florida state school system
, including a stint at Lake Sum

ter Com
m

unity
College. Scott's m

ain area of research is searching for and studying
planet-form

ing disks around young stars. He is also involved w
ith the

design,construction, and use of infrared cam
era system

s that are used
on som

e of the biggest telescopes in the w
orld. He has spent

approxim
ately 350 nights observing from

 the sum
m

it of M
auna Kea

since his first trip to Haw
ai'i in 1996. In addition to his love of

astronom
y, Scott is an am

ateur photographer and a Geocacher.

M
iriam

 Fuchs
Subm

illim
eter Array

Contac:
M

iriam
.fuchs@

cfa.harvard.edu

M
iriam

 (M
im

i) Fuchsis a telescope operator and outreach coordinator
for the

Sm
ithsonian Astrophysical O

bservatory’s Subm
illim

eter Array on
the Big Island of Haw

ai’i. She received her B.S. in Astrophysics and
History at Haverford College in 2013.

She w
ent on to w

ork in inform
al

science education, and has helped run public observing program
s,

astronom
y clubs and space cam

p. M
im

i loves to spend her days m
aking

astronom
y m

ore accessible and engaging for learners of all ages! W
hen

she’s not on the sum
m

it of M
auna Kea, you can find her snorkeling,

dancing, and eating lots of Thai food.

Tom
 Geballe

Gem
ini O

bservatory
Contact:tgeballe@

gem
ini.edu

Tom
 G

eballe
obtained a PhD in physics in 1974 under Prof. Charles

Tow
nes at U

.C. Berkeley. Follow
ing postdoctoral fellow

ships at Berkeley
and Leiden, and a Carnegie Fellow

ship at Hale O
bservatories in

Pasadena, he becam
e a staff astronom

er at the U
nited Kingdom

 Infrared
Telescope in 1981. He w

as Astronom
er-in-charge, Associate Director,

and Head of O
perations at U

KIRT from
 1987 until 1998, w

hen he joined
Gem

ini. Am
ong his research interests are the Galactic center, the late

stages of stellar evolution, H3+ as a probe
of interstellar gas, the

com
position of interstellar dust, the surfaces, atm

ospheres, and aurorae
of planets and m

oons, and brow
n dw

arfs.

Jeff Goldstein
N

ational Center for Earth and
Space Science Education
Contact:jeffgoldstein@

ncesse.org

JeffG
oldstein

is a nationally recognized science educator and planetary
scientist w

ho has dedicated his career to the public understanding of
science and the joys of learning. As Center Director for the N

ational
Center for Earth and Space Science Education, Jeff oversees the creation
and delivery of program

s that engage entire com
m

unities, train 3,000
teachers annually, and em

phasize fam
ily learning. He led the inter-

organization team
 that perm

anently installed the Voyage m
odel Solar

System
 on the N

ational M
allin W

ashington, D.C., in front of the
Sm

ithsonian. The Voyage N
ational Program

 is perm
anently installing

low
-cost replicas in 100 com

m
unities w

orld-w
ide. Jeff also oversees the

Student Spacelight Experim
ents Program

 (SSEP) that provides real
research opportunities for pre-college students on the Space Shuttle
and International Space Station. Jeff w

as the Keynote Speakers for the
N

STA N
ational Conference in San Francisco, California, in M

arch 2011.
Jeff w

as at the N
ational Air and Space M

useum
 for 8 years, departing in

1996 as acting Chair of the Lab for Astrophysics. He w
as on the senior

staff at Challenger Center from
 1996-2005. In 2005 he created the

N
ational Center for Earth and Space Science Education. Visit Jeff’s

w
ebsite athttp://blogontheuniverse.org.

Alyssa Grace
M

aunakea Visitor Inform
ation

Station

Alyssa G
race

w
as an adm

inistrative assistant for Journey through the
U

niverse and a U
niversity of Haw

aii at Hilo senior studying Psychology,
Astronom

y, and Biology. She has interned at Gem
ini O

bservatory in the
Public Inform

ation and O
utreach departm

ent for 4 m
onths in w

hich she
developed a science com

m
unication program

 for college students and
participated in various outreach events including a Fam

ily Day at the
International Astronom

ical U
nion conference in Honolulu 2015. Alyssa is

from
 O

ahu but m
uch prefers the Big Island. Her favorite activities

include: volunteering at the M
auna Kea Visitor’s center, hiking, yoga,

and karaoke.

O
livier Guyon

Subaru Telescope
Contact:oliv.guyon@

gm
ail.com

O
livier G

uyon
is an astronom

er at the Subaru Telescope. He
started

looking at stars from
 the age of 10, and he is now

 both an
avid

am
ateur astronom

er and a professional astronom
er.

O
livier

graduated from
 U

niversity ofParis 6 in 2002 (Ph.D. research topic: w
ide

field
interferom

etry), and
now

 w
orks w

ith other scientists to directly
observe exoplanets.

O
livier has been developing new

 techniques for
im

aging exoplanets(planets around other stars) from
 telescopes on

Earth and also future
telescopes in space. W

ith these new
 techniques,

astronom
ers w

ill soon
be able to observe planets like ours and start to

find out if there islife elsew
here in the U

niverse. In 2007, O
livier

received a Presidential Early Career for Scientistsand Engineers aw
ard

from
 President Bush at the W

hite House. O
livierreceived in 2012 the

M
acArthur fellow

ship (nicknam
ed the "Geniusgrant") for his innovative

w
ork in astronom

ical optics.
In his spare tim

e,he builds telescopes
w

hich he then uses to observe from
 the clearskies of M

auna Kea and
M

auna
Loa.



Geoff Haines-Stiles
Passport to Know

ledge
Contact:
ghs@

passporttoknow
ledge.com

G
eoff Haines-Stilesis a longtim

e producer, director and w
riter of

science docum
entaries and broadcast specials for PBS and other

netw
orks. He w

as a Senior Producer and Series Director on Carl Sagan’s
classic Em

m
y-w

inning CO
SM

O
S series, now

 seen by close to a billion
people

w
orldw

ide, and produced and w
rote N

O
VA’s “Is Anybody O

ut
There?” w

ith com
edian Lily Tom

lin. He w
orked at the 1992 Earth

Sum
m

it in Rio w
ith then-Senator Al Gore on w

hat w
as to be the “Earth

in the Balance” m
ini-series (EP: Lorne M

ichaels, SN
L), until presidential

politics intervened. As the Internet developed, w
ith partner Erna

Akuginow
, he created the Passport To Know

ledge series of “electronic
field trips to scientific frontiers,” w

hich included the first real-tim
e

broadcast interaction w
ith the South Pole, and LIVE FRO

M
 THE

RAIN
FO

REST, airing sim
ultaneously in both N

orth Am
erica and Brazil. In

2012 he w
rote, produced and directed the three-part PBS special series,

“Earth: The O
perators’ M

anual,” on clim
ate change science and clean

energy solutions, also broadcast internationally. His latest public
television series is THE CRO

W
D &

 THE CLO
U

D on “Citizen Science in the
Digital Age”, funded by N

SF (EHR/AISL), w
hich prem

iered on the W
O

RLD
Channel in April 2017, and w

hich w
ill continue to air on PBS stations

through 2020. All program
s are accessible online at Crow

dAndCloud.org.
Since 2004, Haines-Stiles has been docum

enting N
ASA’sNew

 Horizons
m

ission to Pluto and the Kuiper Belt, in a series of podcasts and tw
o

docum
entary specials, PASSPO

RT TO
 PLU

TO
 (2006-2007)and THE YEAR

O
F PLU

TO
, 2015.

John Ham
ilton

U
HH Physics &

 Astronom
y, PISCES

Contact:jch@
haw

aii.edu

John Ham
ilton

is currently serving as Education/Public O
utreach and

Logistics M
anager of the Pacific International Space Center for

Exploration System
s (PISCES) based at the U

niversity of Haw
ai‘i at Hilo.

An astronom
er by trade, he has been associated w

ith space exploration
since 1972 w

ith the Skylab m
issions, spent m

ost of his career supporting
astronom

ical observations at m
ultiple observatories in Haw

ai‘i on
Haleakala and M

auna Kea and also in Chile. He has m
ost recently

m
anaged the first tw

o International ISRU
 analog field tests in Haw

ai‘i in
2008 and 2010 and is currently w

orking on the 2012 deploym
ent.  John

currently teaches undergraduates in Physics and Astronom
y courses at

U
H Hilo.  He also serves as co-founder and chief scientist for a local high-

tech R&
D com

pany Akeakam
ai Enterprises LLC.

Janice Harvey
Gem

ini O
bservatory

Contact:jharvey@
gem

ini.edu

Janice Harvey
is the Com

m
unity O

utreach and Education Program
s

Leader at Gem
ini O

bservatory and servesas the director of the
nationally recognized Journey through the U

niverse Program
 on the Big

Island.
Janice is also the N

ational Team
 Site Leader for the Fam

ily
Astro/Project Astro program

 in Haw
aii and serves as the StarLab

Portable Planetarium
 instructor and trainer.

In 2010 she w
as aw

arded
the

O
utstanding Individual in Businessaw

ard by the Rotary Club of
Hilo.

She is a m
em

ber of the Astronom
ical Society of the Pacific, the

International Planetarium
 Society, and the N

ational Science Teachers
Association.

Janice has a BS in m
athem

atics and w
ent back for her

associate degree in astronom
y in 2000 at U

HH.
She has lived on the Big

Island for 46
years and has w

orked as the M
ayor's Executive Assistant,

ow
ned and operated Sylvan Learning Centers and three travel agencies

in Haw
aii.

Janice's passion is bringing science and astronom
y into the

local classroom
s.

Saeko Hayashi
N

AO
J, M

itaka
Contact:saeko@

naoj.org

Saeko S. Hayashigrew
 up in Tohoku, a northeastern rural part of Japan,

w
here she spent part of her childhood in Fukushim

a. After graduating
from

 a local high school, she boldly w
ent on to attend the U

niversity of
Tokyo as one of the few

 w
om

en undergraduates in STEM
 m

ajors; she
continued there and becam

e the first w
om

an to pursue Ph.D. in
astronom

y. She conducted her graduate research at the 45-m
 radio

telescope in N
obeyam

a, Japan. After receiving her doctorate, she
w

orked at the 15-m
 Jam

es Clerk M
axw

ell Telescope in Haw
ai`i and then

joined the 7.5-m
 Japan N

ational Large Telescope (JN
LT) project, w

hich
began at the N

ational Astronom
ical O

bservatory of Japan in 1990, and
later becam

e know
n as the Subaru Telescope w

ith 8.2-m
 diam

eter. She
has perform

ed a variety of roles at Subaru from
 taking care of telescope

optics, m
anaging day crew

s to currently m
anaging the Public

Inform
ation and O

utreach O
ffice. She hopes to participate in the

publication of research that w
ill lead to m

ajor discoveries of Earth-like
exoplanets, possibly

w
ith w

ater and vegetation. She says, “Subaru
Telescope, w

here people from
 all over the w

orld com
e together and

w
ork w

ith each other [as ancient Japanese w
ord “Subaru” stands for], is

a great place to w
ork. The technical and other challenges at w

ork and
the

laid back life in this beautiful island is an ideal com
bination for m

e”.
After being in Hilo for alm

ost tw
o decades, Saeko m

oved tem
porarily to

the headquarters of the
N

AO
Jat M

itaka, Tokyo
from

 w
here she helps

m
aking a big m

irror.



Stephanie W
. Henry

N
ASA M

arshall Space Flight Center
Contact:
stephanie.I.W

ilson@
nasa.gov

Stephanie W
. H

enry
serves as a Com

m
unications Strategist w

ith Arctic
Slope Regional Corporation, Inc. in Huntsville, AL. Stephanie’s duties
include external com

m
unications for the Planetary M

issions Program
 at

N
ASA’s M

arshall Space Flight Center. Stephanie assists in developing
com

m
unication products and m

aterials for the program
s. She visits

schools, m
useum

s, and com
m

unity organizations to excite students and
teachers about N

ASA’s m
ission and encourages the students to study

science, technology, engineering, and m
ath. Stephanie is a graduate of

the U
niversity of N

orth Alabam
a w

here she received a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Spanish/Political Science and a M

aster of Arts in Com
m

unity
Counseling. Stephanie also attended Belm

ont U
niversity in N

ashville, TN
w

here she earned her teacher certification for kindergarten through
eighth grade. Before joining ASRC, Stephanie’s experience includes w

ork
in a variety of educational arenas. Stephanie spent seven years w

orking
in Student Affairs at different universities and seven years teaching in
the classroom

, form
al and inform

al instruction. Stephanie is a native of
Tupelo, M

S and has lived in the Huntsville, AL area for the past 11 years.
She is m

arried and has a 18-year-old stepson. Stephanie enjoys
traveling, shopping, tennis, and spending tim

e w
ith her fam

ily in her
spare tim

e.

M
ichael Hoenig

Gem
ini O

bservatory
Contact:m

hoenig@
gem

ini.edu

M
ichaelH

oenig
is a Science O

perations Specialist at Gem
ini

O
bservatory. He did his undergraduate degree in Astrophysics at the

U
niversity of Sussex (England) in the last m

illennium
, and then w

ent on
to do a Ph.D. at the U

niversity of Cam
bridge, w

hich he com
pleted

in
2004. His thesis centered on the construction of a w

ide field infrared
cam

era called CIRSI, w
hich m

eant he ended up going on a num
ber of

observing trips to M
auna Kea and the Canary Islands.  O

nce all the data
from

 the instrum
ent w

as properly reduced and calibrated, it w
as used to

search for distant clusters of galaxies-and he is happy to report he
actually found som

e, too. After his Ph.D. he w
orked in translation and

publishing for a few
 years.But the call of the cosm

os w
as im

possible to
ignore! W

hich
is w

hy in 2008 he packed his bags and m
oved to Hilo, and

the rest, as they say, is history…
 W

hen he's not up at the telescope
observing the night sky, or review

ing the im
ages back dow

n in Hilo, he
likes to paddle canoes, dance Argentine tango or read a good book.

Stew
art Hunter

M
auna Kea Support Services

Contact:shunter@
ifa.haw

aii.edu

Stew
art H

unterhas been the General M
anager at M

auna Kea
O

bservatories Services (M
KSS) since 2010.

M
KSS operates and

m
aintains the m

id-level astronom
y facilities at Hale Pohaku on M

auna
Kea.

This includes the astronom
y dorm

itories, the dining facility and the
VisitorInform

ation Station as w
ell as m

aintaining the sum
m

it
roads.

Prior to w
orking at M

KSS, Stew
art spent 24 years in the N

avy,
serving on subm

arines as an electronics technician, then after receiving
a com

m
ission, a logistics officer until retiring in 2004 as

a Lieutenant
Com

m
ander.

He received a BS in Earth Science from
 O

regon State
U

niversity in 1991 and a M
S in System

s M
anagem

ent from
 the N

aval
Postgraduate School in 1999.

Stew
art and his w

ife Lory have been Hilo
residents since 2000, w

here they also ow
n

and operate a local Bed and
Breakfast.

Russell Kackley
Subaru Telescope
Contact:rkackley@

naoj.org

Russell Kackley
holds a Bachelor of Science in M

echanical Engineering
from

 W
ayne State U

niversity and a M
aster of Science in M

echanical
Engineering from

 Stanford U
niversity. He w

orked for 16 years on
spacecraft design and analysis at Lockheed-M

artin before m
oving to

Haw
ai‘i. Here in Hilo, he w

orked for 11 years at the Joint Astronom
y

Centre and w
as responsible for the Telescope Control System

 softw
are.

Since April 2011, he has been w
orking at the Subaru Telescope in the

O
bservation Control Softw

are group. He has m
entored several school

robotics team
s and serves as a judge at robotics com

petitions.

Carolyn Kaichi
U

H Institute for Astronom
y

Contact:kaichic@
ifa.haw

aii.edu

Carolyn Kaichiis the Education/O
utreach Specialist for IfA-Hilo. She has

alw
ays been fascinated by

astronom
y, and w

ith a background in new
s

m
edia, it w

as a perfect fit for her to pursue a career in com
m

unicating
her love of astronom

y and space science. Carolyn
w

as born and
educated in Haw

ai'i and enjoys w
orking w

ith students and the public. "It
is incredibly exciting to see peoples' eyes light up w

ith w
onder w

hen you
share the excitem

ent of the U
niverse w

ith them
", she says. Prior

positions include: Im
aginarium

 M
anager for the Center for Aerospace

Studies at W
indw

ard Com
m

unity College, Haw
aii State Science Fair

Director and Planetarium
 M

anager for Bishop M
useum

. Carolyn enjoys
astronom

ical observing, travel and has practiced yoga for m
any years.



Yuko Kakazu
Subaru Telescope
Contact:kakazu@

naoj.org

Yuko Kakazu
joined the Subaru Telescope as an outreach specialist in

2013.  A native O
kinaw

an, she began her journey into astronom
y w

hen
she attended the N

ASA U
.S. Space Cam

p program
 at age 13.  Yuko

graduated from
 Tohoku U

niversity in Japan and then obtained her Ph.D.
at the Institute for Astronom

y, U
niversity of Haw

ai’i at M
anoa.  Since

then she has w
orked as a researcher in Paris, France (Institut

d’Astrophysique de Paris), California (California Institute of Technology),
and Chicago (U

niversity of Chicago).  Her research focuses on m
etal poor

galaxies and distant galaxies w
ith the aim

 of im
proving our

understanding of galaxy form
ation and chem

ical enrichm
ent history of

the U
niverse.  At Subaru, Yuko arranges and conducts public outreach

events and lectures for the
local and the international com

m
unities,

including Japanese audiences. She is hoping to help fill the gap betw
een

scientists and the public and w
ants to encourage young people,

especially w
om

en and m
inorities, to engage in science and technology.

W
hen Yuko

is not talking about astronom
y or playing w

ith her baby
galaxies, she enjoys dancing Argentine tango, cooking (as w

ell as eating),
listening to piano jazz and classical m

usic, and taking yoga or Zum
ba

class at the gym
. She is a certified Zum

ba fitness instructor.

Ji Hoon Kim
Subaru Telescope
Contact:jhkim

@
naoj.org

Ji H
oon Kim

is a support astronom
er at Subaru Telescope. Born and

raised in Seoul, Korea, he becam
e

interested in space and tim
e w

hile
w

atching Galaxy Express 999, a Japanese TV series. After finishing his
undergraduate and m

ilitary duty in Korea, he decided to pursue his
professional career outside of Korea.He received his PhD in Astronom

y
from

 U
niversity of M

aryland, College Park, then w
as a postdoctoral

fellow
 at Johns Hopkins U

niversity and Seoul N
ational U

niversity. He
originally studied very faint galaxies dubbed low

 surface brightness
galaxies using optical and near-infrared im

aging and declined to be
considered as 'AGN

 guy.'Then he w
orked on studying how

 AGN
 host

galaxies m
ake stars using m

id-infrared spectroscopy confessing it is
im

possible to run aw
ay from

 AGN
s. O

utside of stars and galaxies, he
enjoys reading Vonnegut, looking at Escher's w

orks, listening Bach, U
2,

and Clifford Brow
n, and w

atching N
iners, and Lakers.

Scot Kleinm
an

Gem
ini O

bservatory
Contact:skleinm

an@
gem

ini.edu

Scot(there w
as a shortage of "t"s w

hen he w
as born)Kleinm

an
isthe

Associate Director of Developm
entat Gem

ini N
orth. He

helps
developing

and bringing
to fruition the next generation of Gem

ini
instrum

ents. He joined Gem
ini from

 the Subaru Telescope w
here he

served as the Instrum
ent Division Chief. Prior, he served as the

Site
Science M

anager/Deputy Head of Survey O
perations for the Sloan

Digital Sky Survey. He has been the Associate Director of the W
hole

Earth Telescope and still sits on its board. Scot received his Ph.D. from
the U

niversity of Texas in 1995. He studies various aspects of w
hite

dw
arf stars, the longest lived (and final) stage of m

ost stars in the
U

niverse. Scot also w
orks w

ith data from
 large astronom

ical surveys
w

hich are ushering in a new
 era of observational astronom

y. W
hen not

w
orking (w

hen is that?),Scot likes surfing, live m
usic, and

m
aintaining/m

odifying his car.

Shintaro Koshida
Subaru Telescope
Contact:koshida@

naoj.org

Shintaro Koshida
is a support astronom

erat Subaru telescope since
Septem

ber2014 and w
orking on supports for observations using a w

ide
field-of-view

 cam
era for taking im

ages in visible light, "Hyper Suprim
e

Cam
 (HSC)". He is originally from

 Japan and have been interested in
looking up night skies and w

atching the celestial objects since his
childhood, w

hich leaded to his M
aster's degree and PhD in astronom

y at
the U

niversity of Tokyo. M
eanw

hile studying about structures around
super m

assive black holes at centers of galaxies, he has been interested
in actual operations of telescopes and instrum

ents for astronom
y. He

has w
orked for the telescopes at M

aui (M
AGN

U
M

 telescope), Chile
(m

iniTAO
 telescope at Atacam

a Desert, Santa M
artina observatory of

Pontificia U
niversidad de Catolica de Chile), and the

Big Island (Subaru).
He is enjoying very m

uch not only a great quality of HSC data, but also
great people, natures and cultures in the islands of Haw

aii.

Sylvia Kow
alski

Sylvia Kow
alskiw

as a
Public Inform

ation and O
utreach Intern for

Gem
iniO

bservatory.She
graduated from

 the U
niversity of W

ashington
w

ith degrees in Physics, Astronom
y and Dram

a and spent her college
career w

orking at science m
useum

s, observatories and presenting
planetarium

s show
s and public lectures w

ith a dram
atic tw

ist! W
hen she

is not stargazing, Sylvia can be found eating, singing, playing her trum
pet

or doing Zum
ba. Happy Journey!



M
ary Beth Laychak

Canada-France-Haw
aii Telescope

Contact:nam
e@

cfht.haw
aii.edu

M
ary Beth Laychak

is the outreach program
 m

anager at the Canada-
France-Haw

aii Telescope, her second tim
e w

orking at CFHT.  Previously,
M

ary Beth w
as one of CFHT’s service observers and outreach

coordinator before m
oving to O

ahu.  O
n O

ahu, she w
orked as the

m
anager at the Im

aginarium
 planetarium

 and astronom
y lecturer at

W
indw

ard Com
m

unity College. M
ary Beth has a BA in astronom

y and
astrophysics from

 Penn State U
niversity as w

ell as a M
A in Education

from
 San Diego State.

Chien-Hsiu Lee
Subaru Telescope
Contact:leech@

naoj.org

Chien-H
siu

Lee
is a Support Astronom

er at Subaru Telescope. He
obtained a BS in Physics from

 N
ational Taiw

an U
niversity, a M

Sc in
Astronom

y from
 N

ational Central U
niversity, and a PhD in Astronom

y
from

 Ludw
ig M

axim
ilians University of M

unich
in 2011. Before joining

Subaru Telescope, he w
as a postdoc research fellow

 at N
ational Central

U
niversity in Taiw

an (2011-2013) and at U
niversity O

bservatory of
M

unich in Germ
any (2013-2015). His research focuses on variable stars

and transients in the M
ilky W

ay and in our neighboring galaxy M
31.

Julien Lozi
Subaru Telescope
Contact:lozi@

naoj.org

Julien Loziis senior optical scientist at Subaru Telescope, N
ational

Astronom
ical O

bservatory of Japan. Born in France in 1985, he w
as

introduced to astronom
y at the age of 10 and has been avidly pursuing

this subject ever since. A 6-m
onth internship at Subaru Telescope in

2008 first introduced him
 to Haw

ai ʻi, before he w
ent back to France to

study for his PhD in instrum
entation for Astronom

y. After earning his
doctorate from

 U
niversité Paris-Sud XI in 2012, Lozi w

orked in Silicon
Valley for tw

o years at the N
ASA Am

es Research Center, to w
ork on

space telescopes that can look at extrasolar environm
ents. In 2014, he

returned to Hilo to accept his “dream
 job” at Subaru Telescope, w

here
he is currently w

orking on a first generation high contrast im
aging

instrum
ent dedicated to the direct observation and characterization of

exoplanets.

N
adine M

anset
Canada-France-Haw

aii Telescope
Contact:m

anset@
cfht.haw

aii.edu

N
adine

M
ansethas been a resident astronom

er at CFHT since 1999,
right after finishing her PhD thesis at U

niversite de M
ontreal. O

ver the
years, she has helped astronom

ers observe in classical m
ode at CFHT,

w
ith spectrographs and im

agers. N
ow

 in charge of the Q
ueued Service

O
bserving m

ode, she prepares observations for CFHT's
spectropolarim

eter and oversees the nightly observations taken w
ith

the various instrum
ents. In addition to chairing the M

aunakea
Astronom

y O
utreach Com

m
ittee, N

adine participates to public outreach
events a few

 tim
es every year.

Callie M
atulonis

Jam
es Clerk M

axw
ell Telescope

Contact:
c.m

atulonis@
eaobservatory.org

Callie M
atulonisis currently a Telescope System

 Specialist at the
Jam

es
Clerk M

axw
ell Telescope. Callie graduated from

 the University of Haw
ai'i

at M
anoa in the Spring of 2012 w

ith a M
aster’s degree in Educational

Technology. Callie has w
orked for several M

auna Kea observatories over
the past ten years fulfilling a variety of positions including public
outreach, laser operations, and telescope operations.

Tony M
atulonis

N
ASA Infrared Telescope Facility

Contact:m
atuloni@

ifa.haw
aii.edu

Tony M
atulonis

w
orks at N

ASA Infrared Telescope Facility (IRTF). He
earned his Bachelor of Science in Astronom

y from
 the U

niversity of
Haw

ai‘i at Hilo in 2002. After w
orking as an Interpretive Guide at the

Ellison O
nizuka Center for International Astronom

y Visitor Inform
ation

Station, Telescope O
perator at the U

H 2.2-m
eter telescope, Science

O
perations Specialist at Gem

ini O
bservatory, he joined IRTF in 2013.



Peter M
ichaud

Gem
ini O

bservatory
Contact:pm

ichaud@
gem

ini.edu

Peter D. M
ichaud, Gem

ini's Public Inform
ation and O

utreach M
anager,

has pursued a career that has provided a broad set of experiences in
education, m

edia relations and photography. These have ranged from
the initiation and m

anagem
ent of m

any inform
al science education

program
s to the authoring of a m

onthly new
spaper colum

n on
astronom

y. Prior to m
oving to Honolulu in 1989 to m

anage the Bishop
M

useum
 Planetarium

, Peter obtained his Bachelor's Degree in
Atm

ospheric Physics and certification in Physical Science Education in
1985. This led to his selection for the highly com

petitive annual
planetarium

 education internship at the Strasenburg Planetarium
 in

Rochester N
.Y. in 1985

-86. During alm
ost a decade at the Bishop

M
useum

 Planetarium
, Peter w

orked closely
w

ith local educators as w
ell

as the M
auna Kea astronom

ical com
m

unity and initiated m
any new

projects that included a N
ASA-funded project to produce a nationally

distributed planetarium
 program

 about M
auna Kea. In June 1998, Peter

accepted his current position at the Gem
ini O

bservatory in Hilo. Since
arriving here, Peter has been involved in a variety of projects that have
included the m

anagem
ent of m

ultiple outreach, education and m
edia

relations initiatives. An exam
ple of the innovative products produced

by
his office is the Gem

ini O
bservatory Virtual Tour CD-RO

M
/Kiosk w

hich is
currently being translated into m

ultiple languages and has been
installed in a variety of public facilities around the w

orld.

Joseph M
inafra

N
ASA Am

es Research Center
Contact:
joseph.m

inafra@
nasa.gov

At the N
ASA Am

es Research Center,Joseph M
inafra

serves as Lead of
Technical System

s and Collaborative Technology Specialist for the N
ASA

Solar System
 Exploration Research

Virtual Institute (SSERVI). Joe has an
extrem

ely diverse background that ranges from
 M

eteoritic studies,
biology,  project m

anagem
ent, softw

are developm
ent including w

eb
design, collaborative technology developm

ent to Scientific Illustration
and graphic design, even a few

 years as a professional Chef. W
ith his

varied background, Joe has been responsible for a broad set of technical
tasks for the N

ASA Am
es Center Director as w

ell as the Space and
BioSciences Divisions, Astro and Synthetic Biology w

orkshopsjust to
nam

e a few
. Currently, his w

ork is to oversee technology innovation and
Robotics education initiatives in order to enable collaboration and
com

m
unication betw

een com
petitively selected science and research

team
s across not only the U

nited States but internationally as w
ell. Joe

has a long history of integrating governm
ent w

ork w
ith com

m
ercial

enterprises and bringing that m
essage to the public through the

education and public outreach sectors. He is excited to share his N
ASA

experiences w
ith the Journey through the U

niverse com
m

unities! Ad
Astra!

Brian M
itchell

N
ASA

Contact:brian.k.m
itchell-

1@
nasa.gov

Brian M
itchellis the Education and Public O

utreach m
anager for N

ASA's
Discovery/N

ew
 Frontiers/Lunar Q

uest Program
 O

ffice. He has m
ore than

25 years at the M
arshall Space Flight Center located in Huntsville,

Alabam
a and has w

orked on various Space Shuttle payload m
issions

including ASTRO
, ATLAS, and Spacelab, as w

ell as several experim
ents

for the International Space Station. He has been the Program
 O

ffice
Education and O

utreach lead during the LRO
, LCRO

SS, LADEE, JU
N

O
,

GRAIL, and IM
L m

issions to our M
oon, Jupiter and M

ars. Future m
issions

in his O
ffice include the asteroid sam

ple return m
ission O

SIRIS-
REx,IN

SIG
HT seism

ic m
ission to M

ars, and the N
ew

 Horizon spacecraft
nearing Pluto now

.Brian is tasked w
ith com

m
unicating Planetary

M
issions Program

 O
ffice (Discovery, N

ew
 Frontiers, and Solar System

Exploration program
s) science goals and objectives to the public in order

to prom
ote STEM

 participation and inspire the general public by using
new

 and existing
opportunities.He spends m

uch of his tim
e speaking in

classroom
s and public venues, as w

ell as designing innovative interactive
exhibits that travel the country. W

hen not talking about space, Brian
keeps his 1965 Ford tractor alive, com

petes in shooting events, and
occasionally gets to sw

ing a golf club w
ith his tw

o teenagers.

Randy M
onroe

Foothill M
iddle School, W

alnut
Creek, CA
Contact:
randy@

m
onroescienceed.com

Jam
es R. (Randy) M

onroe,m
iddle school science teacher and son of

Charlene (after w
hom

 Pluto’s giant m
oon Charon is nam

ed),has spent
his science teaching career em

bedding and integrating cutting-edge
science technologies and techniques into processes and topics covered
through a standardized Earth, Life and Physical Science curriculum

.
M

onroe
has a BA from

 California State U
niversity East Bay (CSU

EB), a
M

ultiple Subject Teaching Credential from
 CSU

EB, and a M
aster’s of

Science in Technology Leadership. He served on the Contra Costa M
ath

&
 Science Teachers Association Board, and recently on the

com
m

ittee
for the California Subject Exam

ination for Teachers (CSET) developing
the new

 test for prospective teachers in Earth &
 Planetary Science.

Em
ployed by the M

t. Diablo U
nified School District since 2001, he

teaches m
iddle school Earth, Life &

 Physical Science at Foothill M
iddle

School in W
alnut Creek, California. He is a longtim

e m
em

ber of the
New

Horizon
Education Team

. M
onroe’s step-father, Jam

es Christy,
discovered Pluto’s largest m

oon Charon in 1978, nam
ed after M

onroe’s
m

other Charlene. Through his fascination w
ith hydrotherm

al vent
ecology, M

onroe becam
e adjunct faculty at the Departm

ent of Energy’s
Joint G

enom
e Institute in the M

icrobial Ecology Program
, and has also

w
orked through Industrial Initiatives for Science and M

ath Educators
(IISM

E) at Lockheed M
artin as a System

s Engineer in m
issile defense

studying infrared technologies.



Junichi N
oum

aru
Subaru Telescope
Contact:noum

aru@
naoj.org

Junichi N
oum

aru
is the Associate Professor, Subaru Telescope, N

ational
Astronom

ical O
bservatory of Japan. He w

as born in Japan, graduated
from

 Kyoto U
niversity, Japan

and earned Ph.D in Astronom
y. Junichi

studied optical property of young stellar object such as em
ission

nebulae and Herbig-Haro objects. He also joined instrum
entation such

as prototyping fiber-fed m
ulti-object spectrograph and control system

of the telescope. At N
ational Astronom

ical O
bservatory of Japan in

Tokyo, he joined the team
 to design control system

 and instrum
ent

interface of Subaru Telescope. He m
oved to Hilo in 1996 for Subaru

Telescope Project and oversaw
 progress of construction of Subaru

Telescope. After the first light of the telescope, he w
as in charge of

operator's group and Instrum
ent Division. Currently he is the division

chief of Com
puter and Data M

anagem
ent Division and the Safety O

fficer
of Subaru Telescope.

Em
ily Peavy

‘Im
iloa

Astronom
y Center

Contact:
epeavy@

im
iloahaw

aii.org

Em
ily Peavy

is a recent graduate of U
H Hilo’s Astronom

y program
 and a

full tim
e Planetarium

 Support Facilitator and Technician at ‘Im
iloa

Astronom
y center; w

here
she w

orked as a student em
ployee since

January 2012. Em
ily also enjoys volunteering at the M

aunakea Visitor
Inform

ation center w
henever she gets som

e free tim
e. Em

ily plans on
going into the outreach and education side of astronom

y but is still
intrigued

and excited by m
uch of the research that is occurring in the

field.

Yvonne Pendleton
Solar System

 Exploration Research
Virtual Institute N

ASA Am
es

Research Center
Contact:
yvonne.pendleton@

nasa.gov

D
r.Yvonne Pendleton

is the Director of the Solar System
 Exploration

Research Virtual Institute. Pendleton joined N
ASA Am

es in July 1979
having earned her Bachelor of Aerospace Engineering degree from

 the
Georgia Institute of Technology. U

nder N
ASA sponsored program

s, she
obtained a M

aster’s Degree in Aeronautics and Astronautics from
Stanford U

niversity (1981) and a Ph.D. in Astrophysics from
 the

U
niversity of California at Santa Cruz (1987). As a research astrophysicist

in the Space Science and Astrobiology Division from
 1979-2005, Yvonne

published 80 scientific papers and contributed significantly to our
understanding of the origin and evolution of organic m

aterial in the
universe. The goal of her ongoing research program

 is to understand the
com

position of the organic m
aterial found in the interstellar m

edium
and to investigate the incorporation of the organic m

aterial from
 space

into the early Earth environm
ent. She is an elected fellow

 of the
California Academ

y of Science and Asteroid 7165 Pendleton w
as nam

ed
in honor of her research contributions. Appointed Chief of the Space
Science and Astrobiology Division at N

ASA Am
es Research Center in

2005, she led a scientific and technical staff of 160 people. W
hen asked

to serve as the senior advisor for research and analysis program
s for the

Science M
ission Directorate at N

ASA Headquarters, she m
oved to

W
ashington, DC from

 2007-8. There she provided independent
assessm

ents and guidance to the Associate Adm
inistrator of the Science

M
ission Directorate concerning N

ASA’s science research program
s and

increased scientific productivity across the nation as the tim
e required

to evaluate and aw
ard research grants w

as significantly reduced. During
that tim

e she w
as also responsible for the Education and Public

O
utreach of N

ASA’s Science M
ission Directorate and led a team

 that
m

anaged the nearly 50 m
illion dollar investm

ent m
ade in EPO

 activities,
including those from

 N
ASA’s science m

issions. Returning to N
ASA Am

es
in July of 2008, Yvonne becam

e the deputy associate directorw
here she

provided guidance and direction to several collaborative scientific and
technical efforts and served as an academ

ic Dean of Students for the
several hundred students on the Am

es cam
pus each sum

m
er. Yvonne

has been very active in education and public outreach throughout her
career. She served as the Director for Research for the N

ASA Am
es

Astrobiology Academ
y in 2004, developed the Voyages Through Tim

e
education curricula w

ith the SETI Institute, served as an astronom
er to

local classroom
s for overa decade w

ith the Astronom
ical Society of the

Pacific, and taught astronom
y at the college level as an adjunct lecturer

at Santa Clara U
niversity. To read m

ore about Yvonne, please read “A
Lifetim

e Spent Studying the Stars, Searching for Answ
ers”, a biography

of Dr. Yvonne Pendleton on the official N
ASA-Am

es Research Center
w

ebsite.



Andreea Petric
Canada-France-Haw

aii Telescope
Contact:petric@

cfht.haw
aii.edu

Andreea Petric
is the Institute for Astronom

y's, U
H resident astronom

er
at CFHT.

She has received her PhD from
 Colum

bia U
niversity w

ith a
thesis on X-ray scattering halos and w

as a postdoctoral fellow
 at Caltech

w
orking on IR and m

illim
eter observations of interacting galaxies and

galaxies hosting grow
ing super-m

assive black holes.  Her current
research focuses on optical and near-IR observations of the im

pact
grow

ing black holes have on the interstellar m
edium

 of their host
galaxies and the fate of m

olecular gas in m
erging galaxies. She has been

a m
entor for the M

aunakea scholars program
 since its inception.  A.

Petric taught Galaxies and Cosm
ology, Q

uantum
 M

echanics at U
H Hilo,

and is currently teaching a sem
inar on the Co-evolution of Superm

assive
Black

Holes and Host Galaxies at U
H M

anoa. She also m
akes regular

class room
 visits both on the Big Island and O

ahu.

Tae-Soo Pyo
Subaru Telescope
Contact:pyo@

naoj.org

Tae-Soo Pyo
is an Assistant Professor at the Subaru Telescope.  His

research focuses on star and planet form
ation, especially outflow

s and
jets from

 young stellar objects.  He has been w
orking at Subaru

Telescope since 2000 Decem
ber. He w

as a Support Astronom
er

engaging in m
anagem

ent and night support of InfraRed Cam
era and

Spectrograph (IRCS) and Adaptive optics system
 (AO

188) and other
instrum

ents. He got Bachelor and M
aster degrees in Astronom

y from
Seoul N

ational U
niversity at Seoul in South Korea in 1992 and a PhD in

Astronom
y from

 the U
niversity of Tokyo at Tokyo in Japan in 2003.  Tae-

Soo loves U
kulele and various m

usic including heavy m
etal and reading

books.

Bo Reipurth
U

H Institute for Astronom
y

Contact:reipurth@
ifa.haw

aii.edu

Bo Reipurth
graduated from

 the U
niversity of Copenhagen in Denm

ark.
After spending som

e years as a postdoc there, he took up a position as
staff astronom

er w
ith the European Southern O

bservatory in Chile for
11 years. Subsequently, he w

orked at CASA in Colorado as a
Research

Professor, and later joined the Institute for Astronom
y at the U

niversity
of Haw

aii in M
anoa in order to pursue studies of star and planet

form
ation. "O

ne of m
y first astronom

ical experiences as a sm
all kid w

as
to see the craters of the M

oon and the rings of Saturn through the
telescope at the public observatory on top of the Round Tow

er in
Copenhagen. After that I w

as never in doubt that I had to becom
e an

astronom
er. Conditions in Copenhagen w

ere already in those days not
ideal for looking at the

night sky, but instead I spent innum
erable hours

w
ith m

y sm
all telescope draw

ing sunspots as they crossed the Sun. I
took out a subscription to Sky and Telescope, w

hich I then painstakingly
read through w

ith the help of a dictionary. O
ne day I read an article

about sm
all m

ysterious blobs called Herbig-Haro objects w
hich m

ight be
signposts of stars in the m

aking. I w
as com

pletely captivated by the
possibility that w

e m
ight actually be able to see stars in the process of

being born, and I have spent m
ost ofm

y professional career trying to
learn about how

 stars are form
ed."

M
arc Roberts

U
niversity of Haw

aii at Hilo
Contact:m

fr@
haw

aii.edu

M
arc Robertsis the Physics Lab Coordinator and Lecturer at the

U
niversity ofHaw

aii, Hilo(U
HH).  He has a B.Sc. from

 Trent U
niversity,

Canada and a M
.Ed. from

 The College of N
ew

 Jersey.  M
arc has taught in

the U
SA, Canada, Japan, Korea, and Vietnam

.  He has taught at m
any

levels from
 Kindergarten through to College.  He loves to tinker w

ith
com

puters and electronics and is currently the faculty lead for the U
HH

N
ASA RM

C Robotics team
.  He is an avid cyclist and has traveled

extensively by bicycle in the above m
entioned countries, as w

ell as a one
m

onth tour of France.  He can speak
m

ultiple languages as he put effort
in learning the language of each of the foreign countries he has lived in.



Rodrigo Rom
o

Pacific International Space Center
for Exploration System

s (PISCES)
Contact:rfvrom

o@
gm

ail.com

Rodrigo Rom
o

is the Program
 M

anager for the Pacific International
Space Center for Exploration System

s (PISCES) and is responsible for
overseeing all operations and finances of the Agency. He joined PISCES
in 2014 as Project M

anager and w
asresponsible to oversee the

developm
ent of all the navigation &

 control system
s, im

aging system
s,

com
m

unications &
 netw

orking system
s, sensors and data telem

etry
system

s for the PISCES planetary rover Helelani. Rom
o w

as also the
Project M

anager for the robotic construction of a landing pad using only
Haw

aiian basalt as the m
aterials of construction. This w

as a
collaborative project betw

een PISCES, N
ASA, Honeybee Robotics, O

DG
and Haw

ai’i County R&
D and dem

onstrated the feasibility of
constructing infrastructure on the M

oon or M
ars through robotic

teleoperations.Rom
o began his career near Tucson, Arizona at

Biosphere II-the largest fully enclosed facility dedicated to researching
clim

ate change, ecosystem
 interactions, and space colonization during

its tim
e.  From

 1992 through 1997, he held several key positions
overseeing instrum

entation and air m
onitoring system

s, as w
ell as

w
orking in research and engineering departm

ents.  Rom
o held his last

position at Biosphere as the Plant M
anager for a 6 m

egaw
att

cogeneration pow
er plant on site. From

 1997 through 2014, Rom
o

served as the Vice President of Engineering for the Zeta Corporation,
researching and developing new

 applications for the com
pany’s

technologies. He is originally from
 Guadalajara, M

exico and earned his
undergraduate degree in Chem

ical Engineering from
 ITESO

 U
niversity in

1992.  He later obtained his M
aster’s degree in Business Adm

inistration
from

 the U
niversity of Arizona.

Jessica Schonhut
U

H Institute for Astronom
y

Contact:
Jessicaschonhut@

gm
ail.com

Jessica Schonhutis currently w
orking as an intern at the Institute for

Astronom
y. She w

ill be w
orking in Hilo for a year, before m

oving back to
the U

K to finish her Degree in Astrophysics. This year she is looking at
asteroseism

ic data and w
orking on various projects. In England, she

studies at the U
niversity of Hertfordshire just north of London and

w
orks at the university observatory, Bayfordbury giving planetarium

show
s to curious m

em
bers of the public as w

ell as w
orking w

ith the
telescopes. Her hobbies include m

usic, w
hich she studied before m

oving
to astrophysics, and photography.

Doug Sim
ons

Canada-France-Haw
aii Telescope

Contact:sim
ons@

cfht.haw
aii.edu

D
oug Sim

onsreceived his B.S. in astronom
y at the California Institute of

Technology in 1985, and a Ph.D. in astronom
y at the U

niversity of
Haw

ai‘i in 1990, before w
orking as a staff astronom

er at the Canada-
France-Haw

ai‘i Telescope (CFHT) for 4 years. Doug  joined Gem
ini in

M
ay of 1994 as the System

s Scientist, then m
anaged Gem

ini's
instrum

ent developm
ent program

 for 5 years before becom
ing G

em
ini's

Director from
 2006-2011. Doug returned to CFHT in 2012 w

here he now
serves as Executive Director. Principal areas of interest include infrared
instrum

entation and studies of the Galactic center, low
 m

ass stars, and
star form

ation regions.

Breann Sitarski
U

CLA
Contact:bsitarski@

astro.ucla.edu

Breann Sitarskiis a graduate student researcher in the Galactic Center
G

roup at U
CLA. She got her Bachelor's degree in Astrophysics from

U
CLA, and continued there for graduate school, w

here she is currently
w

orking on her Ph.D. in Astronom
y. Breann studies dusty objectsnear

the superm
assive black hole at the center of our Galaxy to try to

understand w
here they com

e from
, w

hat they are, and how
 they survive

in such a hostile environm
ent. She also studies the adaptive optics

system
 on the Keck II telescope to try to correct for aberrations that the

N
IRC2 instrum

ent itself is m
aking on astronom

ical data. She w
as the

lead coordinator for Astronom
y Live!--the aw

ard-w
inning astronom

y
outreach group at U

CLA--for four years. Breann also likes studying
history, traveling, playing

various sports, and reading!

Robert Sparks
N

O
AO

Contact:rsparks@
noao.edu

Rob Sparksearned his B.A. in Physics from
 Grinnell College and M

.S.
from

 M
ichigan State U

niversity. He taught high school physics, m
ath and

astronom
y for 11 years at schools on St. Croix, Florida and W

isconsin. He
spent the 2001-2002 academ

ic year at Ferm
ilab w

orking on the Sloan
Digital Sky Survey as part of the Ferm

ilab Teacher Fellow
ship Program

.
He spent 13 years as a N

ASA Astrophysics Educator Am
bassador for the

Sw
ift Satellite and spent the sum

m
er of 2003 at the National Radio

Astronom
y O

bservatory in G
reen Bank as part of the Research

Experience for Teachers program
. He joined the Education and Public

O
utreach G

roup at the N
ational O

ptical Astronom
y O

bservatory in 2005
w

here he has w
orked on a variety of educational program

s and is
currently the Tucson ProjectAstro Site Director. He is also part of the
resident im

prov troupe at U
nscrew

ed Theater w
here he also teaches

im
prov classes and is a m

em
ber of the creative team

. Rob perform
s w

ith
M

usical M
ayhem

 Cabaret and is an avid distance runner.



Gordon Squires
Thirty M

eter Telescope Project
Contact:squires@

tm
t.org

G
ordon K. Squiresis an astronom

er at the California Institute of
Technology, w

orking w
ith the Thirty M

eter Telescopes as w
ell as N

ASA’s
Spitzer Space Telescope, the Herschel Space O

bservatory, the Galaxy
Evolution Explorer and other space telescopes w

ith Caltech involvem
ent.

His research explores the old, cold and distant universe, understanding
how

 galaxies form
ed billions of years ago, and the nature of the dark

m
atter and dark energy that fills space.

M
arianne Takam

iya
U

H Hilo Dept. of Physics and
Astronom

y
Contact:takam

iya@
haw

aii.edu

M
arianne Takam

iya
is associate professor of Astronom

y at U
H Hilo w

here
she teachesGeneral Physics, G

eneral Astronom
y, and Stellar Astronom

y.
Dr. Takam

iya obtained her B.Sc. in Physics and M
.Sc. in Astronom

y from
the U

niversidad de Chile and her M
.Sc. and Ph.D. in Astronom

y
and

Astrophysics from
 the U

niversity of Chicago.

M
att Taylor

Gem
ini O

bservatory
Contact:m

taylor@
gem

ini.edu

M
att Tayloris a Gem

ini Science Fellow
 at Gem

ini O
bservatory since June

2017. He did his undergraduate
degree at U

niversity of Victoria on the
w

est coast of Canada before com
pleting his PhD at U

niversidad Católica
de Chile in Santiago, Chile and as a student fellow

 at the European
Southern O

bservatory’s Chilean headquarters. His research interests
revolve

around studying low
 m

ass star system
s like globular clusters,

ultra-com
pact dw

arfs, and dw
arf galaxies orbiting giant galaxies beyond

the M
ilky W

ay. W
hen not researching or supporting Gem

ini operations
he enjoys hiking, sw

im
m

ing, and playing board gam
es. N

ow
 in Haw

ai’i
he hopes to be a positive contributor to the astronom

y com
m

unity
through outreach and educational endeavors like Journey Through the
U

niverse.

Tom
onori U

suda
N

ational Astronom
ical

O
bservatory of Japan

Contact:usuda@
naoj.org

Tom
o U

suda
earned his PhD in Astronom

y at the U
niversity of Tokyo in

1997.He is an
O

ptical-Infrared astronom
er at N

AO
J (N

ational
Astronom

ical O
bservatory

of Japan) currently leading TM
T (Thirty M

eter
Telescope) project as the directorof TM

T-Japan project. Previously, he
w

as the associate director of Subaru
Telescope from

 2006 to 2013.
Hisresearch interests are telescope &

 science instrum
ents and

spectroscopic
studies ofinterstellar m

edium
 and

star/planet form
ations.

John Vierra
Gem

ini O
bservatory

Contact:jvierra@
gem

ini.edu

John Vierra
w

as born and raised in Hilo and graduated from
 Hilo High

School. He joined the U
nited States Airforce after graduation and spent

the next 10 years in the U
S Airforce as a firefighter, earning a degree in

Fire Science. He left the Airforce in 1992 to m
ove back hom

e and be
close to his fam

ily. U
pon returning to Hilo he w

as hired as a firefighter at
Pohakuloa Federal Fire Departm

ent. He spent 22 years w
ith the Federal

Fire Departm
ent retiring as an Assistant Fire Chief. During his tim

e at the
Fire Departm

ent he also w
orked as a Flight M

edic/Rescue Specialist w
ith

Priority 1 Air Rescue sim
ultaneously teaching Em

ergency M
edical

Responder classes around the island. He has been a CPR instructor since
1989. Since 2008 he has w

orked w
ith Gem

ini as a Safety Trainer. In
N

ovem
ber 2014 he starting w

orking full-tim
e as Gem

ini’s Safety
M

anager and ensures the Safety of all Gem
ini em

ployees at the
telescope and base facilities in Haw

aii and Chile.

Tom
 W

inegar
Subaru O

bservatory
Contact:w

inegar@
naoj.org

Tom
 W

inegarw
orks as the archive adm

inistrator for the pictures of the
Subaru Telescope in Hilo, Haw

aii. After graduating from
 U

C Berkeley in
1982, Tom

 has w
orked as a database program

m
er and adm

inistrator for
30 years-the last 17 at the Subaru developing w

eb-based query and
archive softw

are used by astronom
ers to retrieve observation data from

an international-m
irrored 100TB archive. In his spare tim

e, he
subm

erges him
self in the ocean and m

ow
s.



Siyi Xu
Gem

ini O
bservatory

Contact:sxu@
gem

ini.edu

Siyi Xu
joined Gem

ini O
bservatory in 2017 as an assistant astronom

er.
She is m

ostly interested in the end stage of planetary system
s. Siyi grew

up in
Kunshan, a beautiful tow

n of one m
illion people in the east coast

of China. She received a bachelor's degree in Astronom
y from

 N
anjing

U
niversity before m

oving across the pond to pursue a PhD in astronom
y

at the U
niversity of California, Los Angeles (U

CLA). Afterthat, she
w

orked for the European Southern O
bservatory (ESO

) in Germ
any for

three years, before joining the G
em

ini fam
ily. Siyi enjoys all kinds of

outdoor activities w
hen she is not looking at the stars.

Sherry Yeh
Keck O

bservatory
Contact:syeh@

keck.haw
aii.edu

Sherry
Yeh

currently w
orks at W

. M
. Keck O

bservatory as a Support
Astronom

er. She knew
 she w

anted to becom
e a scientist at a young age,

and she m
ade up her m

ind to becom
e an astronom

er after attending
sum

m
er schools at the Ken-Ting O

bservatory and Academ
ia Sinica

Institute of Astronom
y and Astrophysics in Taiw

an. Sherry received her
PhD at the U

niversity of Toronto in Canada, and her research focuses on
the interplay betw

een m
assive star clusters and their interstellar

m
edium

 in nearby galaxies. Sherry has used near-and m
id-infrared

instrum
ents on telescopes around the w

orld and in the stratosphere.
W

hen Sherry is not exploring the U
niverse, she enjoys knitting and

w
andering in the volcano park.

M
ichitoshi Yoshida

Subaru O
bservatory

M
ichitoshi Yoshida,Director of the Subaru Telescope, received his PhD

from
 Kyoto U

niversity.  His career as a professional astronom
er started

at O
kayam

a AstrophysicalO
bservatory (O

AO
), w

hich is a branch of
N

ational Astronom
ical O

bservatory of Japan (N
AO

J). In 1995, Dr. Yoshida
stayed in Hilo to support initial construction of Subaru Telescope. He
also joined the developm

ent team
 of one of the spectrographsof

Subaru, FO
CAS, at the headquarters of N

AO
J from

 1998 to 2000. After
com

pletion
of Subaru construction, he m

oved back to O
AO

 and becam
e

its director. Dr. Yoshida w
orked

for Hiroshim
a Astrophysical Science

Center, Hiroshim
a U

niversity as the directorfrom
 2010 to 2017. He w

as
then appointed as the directorof Subaru from

 this April.Dr. Yoshida's
m

ain research field is optical-infrared observational astronom
y of

galaxiesand high energy transient objects. Recently, he is interested in
gravitationalw

ave and its related astronom
ical/physical phenom

ena.
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