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GSC RESOLUTIONS – OCTOBER 1998 

RESOLUTION 13.1: Construction Progress 
The GSC congratulates the Gemini staff on the very impressive progress in integrating the 
telescope assembly on Mauna Kea and the successful delivery of the telescope and M1 cell to 
Chile.  The GSC encourages the Project to advance the Cerro Pachon schedule as much as 
possible.   

 
RESOLUTION 13.2: Added Value 

The GSC endorses the use of the Australian contribution to the operations budget outlined by 
the IGPO.  Support for the development and operation of a Science Archive, additional 
technical and operational support for the adaptive optics program, additional daytime 
observing staff support, and the visitor/sabbatical programs will add significantly to the 
scientific effectiveness of the Gemini Observatories. 

 
RESOLUTION 13.3: Operations Contributions 

Timely partner contributions to the Gemini operations budget are crucial to the effective 
operation of the Observatory.  The GSC is very concerned about the impact of the missed 
1998 contributions from the South American partners, which may preclude the timely ramp 
up of support for the science archive development.  

 
RESOLUTION 13.4: Partner Participation 

The GSC welcomes the Australian community to the Gemini Partnership.  Their enthusiastic 
participation in the Committee of Gemini Offices, On-Going Instrumentation Program, and 
the Gemini Science Committee is already apparent and very valuable to the Gemini 
Observatory.   
 
We recognize the difficult economic situation in South America, but we would like to 
reiterate the importance of participation and interaction in the GSC by representatives of the 
South American partners. 

 
RESOLUTION 13.5: The use of UH-AOS on Gemini-North 

Achieving diffraction-limited near IR images with the UH-AOS (Hokupa'a) during telescope 
commissioning is an exciting prospect supported by the GSC.  The elements of the 
agreement with the UH/IfA are acceptable to the GSC.   
 
The telescope commissioning support, "shared risk" service observing during telescope 
commissioning, and the UH/IfA supported community access after operational hand-over are 
exciting prospects.   
 
Expectations in the community for the shared-risk use of the instrument should be managed 
consistent with the limited opportunity.  The proposal selection process for the "shared risk" 
service observations should be conducted in a manner that minimizes the burden on the 
Gemini staff. 
 
After operational hand-over, we would expect the UH team to report on their use of telescope 
time.   

 



GSC RESOLUTIONS – OCTOBER 1998 

RESOLUTION 13.6: First TAC 
The GSC recommends that the Project adopt an extended shared-risk first semester extending 
from operational hand-over (June 2000) through January 2001 with a proposal deadline of 
January 31, 2000.  This will be followed by normal six-month semesters phased with existing 
semester definitions in the partner countries. 

 
RESOLUTION 13.7: GNIRS Status 

The GSC is extremely disappointed that the GNIRS delivery date has slipped substantially. 
However, it reaffirms that the GNIRS capabilities including 1-5um intermediate dispersion 
spectroscopy and IFU capabilities are very high priorities.  The GSC believes that GNIRS 
should be completed, provided that the process, recommended by the AURA review panel, 
demonstrates that the instrument delivery can be achieved on the timescale presented.  We 
recommend that additional funding be provided to accelerate the GNIRS delivery schedule.  
 
It appears that descope options such as eliminating one of the pixel scales do not advance the 
schedule sufficiently to compensate for the loss of capability.  Any decision on provision of 
the GNIRS clone should be deferred until the impact of the GNIRS schedule slip and other 
available options are better understood.  The GSC recognizes that the estimated cost of 
GNIRS is comparable to those of other instruments with similar capability.   

 
RESOLUTION 13.8: IR Spectroscopic Capabilities 

The GSC notes the large gap in IR spectroscopic capability resulting from the delays to 
GNIRS and the consequent delay to the GNIRS clone.  The PS team is charged with 
assembling information on potential ways to fill the gap, including: 
 
 NIRI grism upgrade 
 GMOS near-IR extension 
 GNIRS Clone 
 Acceleration of some IRMOS capability 
 Coronagraph-Imager Spectroscopic Mode 
 A possible Phoenix with a lower dispersion mode 
 Other possible capabilities including visitor, shared or cloned instruments 
 
The Project and the PS team should evaluate these options including the capability, schedule, 
budget and availability and provide a report to the GSC electronically for comments. The 
evaluation should be completed on a timescale similar to that of the GNIRS delta-review and 
assessed by the GSC and the Instrument Forum. 

 
RESOLUTION 13.9: T-ReCS (MIRI) Spectroscopic Mode 

The GSC finds that the scientific case for implementing a spectroscopic mode in MIRI is 
compelling providing that it has minimal impact on the delivery.  We recommend that the 
project negotiate to provide this capability using funds from the IDF. 

 
RESOLUTION 13.10: Steve Strom and Charlie Telesco 

TThhee  GGSSCC  tthhaannkkss  SStteevvee  SSttrroomm  aanndd  CChhaarrlliiee  TTeelleessccoo  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  ssuubbssttaannttiiaall  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonnss  ttoo  tthhee  
GGeemmiinnii  pprroojjeecctt  tthhrroouugghh  tthheeiirr  mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  ooff  tthhee  SScciieennccee  CCoommmmiitttteeee..    


