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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

 

BETWEEN 

 

THE KOREA ASTRONOMY AND SPACE SCIENCE INSTITUTE 

 

AND 

 

THE ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITIES FOR RESEARCH IN ASTRONOMY, INC. 
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This Memorandum of Understanding (hereinafter referred to as “MOU”) is made and entered 
into this 1st day of September, 2014 (the “Effective Date”), by and between the Korea 
Astronomy and Space Science Institute (hereinafter referred to as “KASI”), 776 Daedeokdae-ro, 
Yuseong-gu, Daejeon, the Republic of Korea; and the Association of Universities for Research 
in Astronomy, Inc. (hereinafter referred to as “AURA”), 950 N. Cherry Ave., Tucson, AZ 85719, 
incorporated in Arizona; hereinafter referred to collectively as “the Parties.” 
 

WHEREAS, under Cooperative Agreement AST 0525280 between AURA and the United States 
of America, represented by the National Science Foundation, now in full force and effect, AURA 
operates the two astronomical observatories and related facilities which make up the Gemini 
Observatory (Gemini); 
 

WHEREAS, the Gemini Observatory is an international astronomical facility involving agencies 
of the governments of Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Chile, Canada, and the United States of 
America, with the National Science Foundation of the United States acting as the Executive 
Agency for the Gemini Observatory;  
 

WHEREAS, KASI, a unique astronomical institute funded by the Korean government, operates 
astronomical observatories and performs related activities for research in the field of astronomy, 
space science, and space geodesy and obtains funding through either the National Research 
Foundation of Korea or the Ministry of Science, ICT, and Future Planning of the Korean 
government under the Regulations on Management of National Research and Development 
Projects (Presidential Decree 22328); 
 

WHEREAS, KASI has expressed an interest in participating in the International Gemini 
program and desires access to the Gemini Observatory to determine their level of future 
involvement with the Gemini Observatory for the promotion of astronomical researches by 
Korean community in the fields of observational astronomy including, but not limited to, the 
study of Stellar Astrophysics, Galactic Astronomy, Extra-galactic Astronomy, Exoplanets, 
Cosmology, etc.;  
 
WHEREAS, AURA has agreed to allow access by KASI to documentation and information 
generated by the Gemini Board and AURA as the Managing Organization acting on behalf of the 
Gemini Board; 
 
WHEREAS, KASI desires to make a contribution to the Gemini Observatory in the amount of a 
minimum of $1,350,000.00 USD and up to a maximum of $1,650,000.00 USD to further the 
field of astronomy at the Gemini Observatory;  
 
NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants contained herein and other good 

and valuable consideration, the parties hereto mutually consent as follows: 

PARAGRAPH 1 

Purpose 

 



3/7 

The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding (hereinafter referred to as “MOU”) is to set 
out the basis for cooperation and collaboration between AURA and KASI regarding both access 
to documentation and information generated by the Gemini Board, with AURA as the Managing 
Organization acting on behalf of the Gemini Board, and access of viewing nights at both the 
Gemini North and Gemini South telescopes. 
 
The MOU covers observing periods 2015A and 2015B (from February 1st 2015, to January 31st 
2016), and can be extended to subsequent semesters by a written amendment to this MOU. All 
verbal agreements are void. 
 

 

PARAGRAPH 2 

KASI contribution 
 

KASI will contribute a minimum of $1,350,000.00 USD and up to a maximum of $1,650,000.00 
USD to AURA, on behalf of the Gemini Observatory, with the first payment of $510,000.00 
USD expected by January 1, 2015. The second payment of $500,000.00 USD will be expected 
by May 1, 2015. The exact amount of final payment will be determined by agreement between 
KASI and AURA, on behalf of the Gemini Observatory, before June 30, 2015. The final 
payment will be expected by September 1, 2015. Each payment shall be incurred by the invoice 
issued by AURA to the KASI contact listed in PARAGRAPH 8. 
 
Payments shall be made within 45 days of receipt of invoices from AURA by wire transfer to:  

  Account Name: AURA, Inc., Operating Account 
  Account Number: 2939-1156 
  Bank Name: J. P. Morgan Chase 
  Bank Routing Number: 122100024 

 

PARAGRAPH 3 

Viewing nights 

 
Proportionally to the financial contribution, KASI will be granted between 170 and 207 hours of 

observing time distributed over two semesters, with a minimum of between 127 and 155 hours 

(75% of total annual observing time) of on-sky time (i.e., not lost to weather or technical 

closure). Time lost below this minimum will be reimbursed as classical telescope time during the 

next two semesters, 2016A and 2016B, ending on January 31, 2017. 

The KASI observing time will be conducted in about four to eight dedicated blocks of two to 

five nights of classical time for a total of between 18 and 22 nights throughout the two semesters. 

The exact number of nights per each block and the exact number of observing blocks will be 

determined under the consultation with a KASI representative to the International Time 

Allocation Committee (ITAC) for the final scheduling of the programs. During each block of 

nights, one or more KASI observers will observe the programs selected by KASI on behalf of 

their community. Observers will be required to meet their contact scientist at the base facility, 
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and obtain necessary familiarization on Gemini and instrument-specific procedures ahead of the 

run.  They will be accompanied at the summit by two Gemini staff members: a telescope 

operator and a trained observer. 

The blocks of nights will be distributed between Gemini North and Gemini South, and will cover 

the full range of lunar phases. The desired blocks for a given semester should be announced by 

KASI at least two weeks before the ITAC meeting for the upcoming semester (typically 

scheduled around May 20 and November 20) in order to be folded into the overall scheduling of 

all partner observations. A KASI representative will be invited to attend the ITAC meeting as an 

observer. The final dates for the blocks of time are subject to approval by the Gemini Director 

together with the full semester’s schedule. 

 

PARAGRAPH 4 

Access 

 
The KASI community will have access to all instrument modes offered in the regular Gemini 
Call for Proposals for the semester. Proposals for Gemini observing time must use the Gemini 
Phase I Tool (http://www.gemini.edu/node/12176#PIT) and must be submitted prior to the ITAC 
process. Technical support during the proposal phase will be provided by Gemini staff. 
 
All standard policies and procedures of the Gemini Observatory (concerning classical observers, 
data rights, etc.) apply to the allocated observing time, if not superseded by the above guidelines. 
 

PARAGRAPH 5 

Confidentiality and Intellectual Property 

 
All confidential information disclosed by AURA, any and all trade secrets, privileged records, 
financial and policy information not in the public domain, intellectual property subject to the 
terms and conditions of the Gemini International Agreement and other information considered 
proprietary to AURA and, or, the Gemini Board pursuant to the MOU shall be disclosed to KASI 
in writing and clearly marked as confidential, or if disclosed orally or in other than documentary 
form shall be reduced to writing and marked appropriately thirty (30) days thereafter. 
Information which is not in oral or written form, such as, but not limited to data tapes, shall be 
designated in writing as confidential within thirty (30) days after disclosure.  
 
The obligation of non-disclosure shall not apply to the following:  (i) Information at or after such 
time that it is or becomes publicly available through no fault of either party; (ii) Information that 
is already independently known to parties as shown by prior written records, provided that the 
receiving party so advises the disclosing party promptly upon the discovery that the Information 
is already independently known to the party; (iii) Information at or after such time that it is 
disclosed to the receiving party on a non-confidential basis by a third party with the legal right to 
do so; or (iv) Information independently developed by the receiving party personnel not involved 
in the Project and not privy to the Information.  In the event that KASI finds it necessary to 
disclose Information to a proper legal or regulatory authority for any purpose, KASI shall first 
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notify AURA and both parties shall agree to a mutually satisfactory way to disclose such 
Information as necessary for this limited purpose. 
 
The obligations of the parties under this Paragraph 5 shall survive and continue for three (3) 
years after termination of this Agreement.   
 
PARAGRAPH 6 

Counterparts: This MOU may be executed in any one or more identical counterparts, each of 

which shall be deemed to be an original instrument, but all of which together shall constitute but 

one instrument. 

PARAGRAPH 7 

The present Memorandum shall enter into force upon its signature by all Parties. The MOU shall 
remain in force through January 31, 2016. 

 
PARAGRAPH 8 

Notices: Any notices required or permitted to be given hereunder shall be given in writing and 
shall be delivered: (a) in person, (b) by certified mail, postage prepaid, return receipt requested, 
(c) by facsimile, (d) via e-mail, or (e) by a commercial overnight courier that guarantees next day 
delivery and provides a receipt, and such notices shall be addressed as follows:  
 

 

For KASI:  
Yang-Noh Yoon 
Finance & Contract Officer, Center for Large Telescope  
Korea Astronomy and Space Science Institute  
776, Daedeokdae-ro, Yuseong-gu, Daejeon  
305-804 Republic of Korea  
Tel:  +82-42-865-3320 
e-mail address: lambno@kasi.re.kr 

 
 

 
 

For AURA:  

Regina “Gina” Logan 
AURA Contracts Office  
950 N. Cherry Ave.  
Tucson, AZ 85719 
Email address: glogan@aura-astronomy.org  

 
PARAGRAPH 9 CHANGES 

Either party may request a change to this agreement at any time by submitting a written request to 

the other parties using the contact point in PARAGRAPH 8. If agreed upon, AURA shall draft the 

amendment and obtain all required signatures from the parties.   
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Parties may replace their contact point unilaterally, and shall notify the other parties by postal 
mail or email. 
 
 
The persons executing this MOU represent and warrant that they have the full power and 
authority to enter into this MOU on behalf of their institutions. 

 
 
[The remainder of this page is intentionally left blank.]
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this MOU as of the date first set 
forth below. 
 
For the Korea Astronomy & Space Science Institute:  
 
 
_____________________________  
Inwoo Han  Date  
President, Korea Astronomy and Space Science Institute  
 
Acknowledged by: 
 
_____________________________  
Byeong-Gon Park    Date  
Manager, Center for Large Telescope  
Korea Astronomy and Space Science Institute 
 
_____________________________  
Narae Hwang    Date  
Science Group Lead, Center for Large Telescope  
Korea Astronomy and Space Science Institute 
 
 
For the Association of Universities for Research in Astronomy, Inc.:  
 
 
____________________________  
William S. Smith   Date  
President, AURA  
 
 
Acknowledged by: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Markus Kissler-Patig   Date  
Gemini Director 
 
 
____________________________  
R. Chris Smith,   Date  
Head of Mission, AURA Observatory in Chile 
 


