W. M. Keck Observatory and Journey Through the Universe
Present:

Brian Day
Lead for Lunar and Planetary Mapping and Modeling,
Solar System Exploration Research Virtual Institute, NASA Ames Research Center

Journey Through the Universe:
Landscapes of the Moon and Mars

Brian Day will give a demonstration of the lunar and planetary
mapping and modeling portals his team developed at NASA. He will
take the audience on a tour of potential landing sites that NASA is
considering for future missions to the Moon and Mars. He will also
examine how the giant asteroid Vesta was almost destroyed by
cosmic impacts, and even give a sneak peak at NASA’s upcoming
portal for one of Mars' moons, Phobos. These portals are used for
mission planning and planetary science, but they are also designed
for education and outreach in the home or classroom.

March 7,2018
7:00 p.m.
Gates Performing Arts Center, HPA Campus
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Free and Open to the Public
Keck Astronomy Talks are supported by the
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Astronomy Educator Profiles

Alexis Ann Acohido
Gemini Observatory
Contact: aacohido

Alexis Ann Acohido graduated of the University of Hawaii at Manoa in
2015, where she obtained her Bachelor’s of Science in mathematics. Born
and raised on Oahu, she moved to Hawai‘i island last year and is currently
part of the Public Information and Outreach department at Gemini
Observatory in Hilo, Hawai‘i. In 2013, she was part of the Akamai
Workforce Initiative and interned at the Institute for Astronomy on Maui
where she worked on parallax ranging methods for point source objects.

Virginia Aragon-Barnes
Thirty Meter Telescope Project
Contact: varagon@tmt.org

Virginia Aragon-Barnes had a passion for science and a natural curiosity
about how and why things worked from a very early age. After a few
earthquakes and a one-day lesson on volcanoes in a junior high physical
science course she was hooked on Geology. She moved to Hawai'i to
pursue and successfully obtain a Bachelor’s in Geology at the University
of Hawai'i at Hilo and is currently pursuing a Master’s degree. Since
graduation, her career has taken her to workplaces such as the active
lava flows of Kilauea, the beautiful summits of Mauna kea and Mauna
loa and the lush native forests cared for and protected by our state.
Currently, Virginia is the Environmental, Health & Safety Compliance
Engineer for the Thirty Meter Telescope. Virginia continues to pursue
her personal commitment of inspiring Hawai'i’s keiki to become future
scientists through educational outreach.

Christian Andersen
PISCES
Contact: canderse@hawaii.edu

Christian Andersen is the Operations Manager at the Pacific International
Space Center for Exploration Systems (PISCES), and leads the agency’s
additive manufacturing & construction projects at its Laser Lava Lab.
Andersen started his career conducting research in inertial confinement
fusion at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, Ecole Polytechnique,
and Rutherford Appleton Laboratories. As Operations Manager, he’s
worked on a variety of PISCES projects in transitioning aerospace
technologies to terrestrial applications and analogue field testing.
Andersen is also a Lecturer and Affiliate Faculty in the Physics &
Astronomy Department at the University of Hawaii at Hilo, and the Vice-
Chair of the Space Resources Technical Committee for the AIAA
(American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics). He holds a B.S. in
Physics from San Jose State University and a M.S. in Engineering from
U.C. Davis.

Jennifer Baer
NASA SSERVI
Contact:
jennifer.a.baer

Jennifer Baer is a graphic designer at NASA’s Solar System Exploration
Research Virtual Institute, SSERVI. After graduating with a BFA in graphic
design from lowa State University, she worked for Coudal Partners
Advertising in her hometown of Chicago. She made her way out west to
work at NASA Ames Research Center, Silicon Valley. She has worked
with NASA’s Mission Proposal teams collaborating on information design
for space missions. Working with scientists and engineers, she has
helped communicate design solutions by distilling complex data sets and
technical details to refine and illustrate graphics in a concise, simplified
and of course, very attractive product. Deft at creative problem solving
of all manner of visual communication, Jennifer enjoys the disciplines of
typography, illustration and design equally.

For the past seven years, she has worked for SSERVI, formerly the Lunar
Science Institute, as a senior graphic designer focusing her talents on
print media for conferences as well as coordinating public outreach
graphics for the space enthusiast community at large. When she's not
busy sketching on her iPad, she can be found riding her bike up the
of Northern California.
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