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Alexis Ann Acohido
Gem

ini O
bservatory

Contact:aacohido@
gem

ini.edu

Alexis Ann Acohido
graduated of the U

niversity of Haw
aii at M

anoa in
2015, w

here she obtained herBachelor’s of Science in m
athem

atics. Born
and raised on O

ahu, she m
oved to Haw

ai‘i island last year and is currently
part of the Public Inform

ation and O
utreach departm

ent at Gem
ini

O
bservatory in Hilo, Haw

ai‘i. In 2013, she w
as part of the Akam

ai
W

orkforce Initiative and interned at the Institute for Astronom
y on M

aui
w

here she w
orked on parallax ranging m

ethods for point source objects.

Christian Andersen
PISCES
Contact:canderse@

haw
aii.edu

Christian Andersen
is the O

perations M
anager at the Pacific International

Space Center for Exploration System
s(PISCES), and leads the agency’s

additive m
anufacturing &

 construction projects at its Laser Lava Lab.
Andersen started his career conducting research in inertial confinem

ent
fusion at Law

rence Liverm
ore N

ational Laboratory, Ecole Polytechnique,
and Rutherford Appleton Laboratories.As O

perations M
anager, he’s

w
orked on a variety of PISCES projects in transitioning aerospace

technologies to terrestrial applications and analogue field testing.
Andersen is also a Lecturer and Affiliate Faculty in the Physics &
Astronom

y Departm
ent at the U

niversity of Haw
aii at Hilo, and the Vice-

Chair of the Space Resources Technical Com
m

ittee for the AIAA
(Am

erican
Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics).He holds a B.S. in

Physics from
 San Jose State U

niversity and a M
.S. in Engineering from

U
.C. Davis.

Virginia Aragon-Barnes
Thirty M

eter Telescope Project
Contact:varagon@

tm
t.org

Virginia Aragon-Barneshad a passion for science and a natural curiosity
about how

 and w
hy things w

orked from
 a very early age. After a few

earthquakes and a one-day lesson on volcanoes in a junior high physical
science course she w

as hooked on Geology. She m
oved to Haw

ai`i to
pursue and successfully obtain a Bachelor’s in Geology at the U

niversity
of Haw

ai`i at Hilo and is currently pursuing a M
aster’s degree. Since

graduation, her career has taken her to w
orkplaces such as the active

lava flow
s of Kilauea, the beautiful sum

m
its of M

auna kea and M
auna

loa and the lush native forests cared for and protected by our state.
Currently, Virginia is the Environm

ental, Health &
 Safety Com

pliance
Engineerfor the Thirty M

eter Telescope. Virginia continues to pursue
her personal com

m
itm

ent of inspiring Haw
ai`i’s keiki to becom

e future
scientists through educational outreach.

Jennifer Baer
N

ASA SSERVI
Contact:
jennifer.a.baer@

nasa.gov

Jennifer Baeris a graphic designer at N
ASA’s Solar System

 Exploration
Research Virtual Institute, SSERVI. After graduating w

ith a BFA in graphic
design from

 Iow
a State U

niversity, she w
orked for Coudal Partners

Advertising in her hom
etow

n of Chicago. She m
ade her w

ay out w
est to

w
ork at N

ASA Am
es Research Center, Silicon Valley.She has w

orked
w

ith N
ASA’s M

ission Proposal team
s collaborating on inform

ation design
for space m

issions. W
orking w

ith scientists and engineers, she has
helped com

m
unicate design solutions by distilling com

plex data sets and
technical details to refine and illustrate graphics in a concise, sim

plified
and of course, very attractive product. Deft at creative problem

 solving
of all m

anner of visual com
m

unication, Jennifer enjoys the disciplines of
typography, illustration and design equally.

For the past seven years, she has w
orked for SSERVI, form

erly the Lunar
Science Institute, as a senior graphic designer focusing her talents on
print m

edia for conferences as w
ell as coordinating public outreach

graphics for the space enthusiast com
m

unity at large. W
hen she's not

busy sketching on her iPad, she can be found riding her bike up the hills
of N

orthern California.
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